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ent from her views of policy, that she will seek to 
stir, or ask to be invaded. e would say, keep the 
constitution, and the constitution will keep you. 
Break into it in search of secret curiosities which you 
cannot find there, and there is no magi security — 
no longer anything between you and us, and the 
unappeasable, unchained spirit of the age. 

M. . HENDERSON next obtained the floor; and, 
on his motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 18, 1845. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. PRATT presented resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of the State of New York, instructing the sena- 
torsand requesting the representatives from that 
State to use their best exertions in favor of the pas- 
sage of the bill which has recently passed the Sen- 
ate reducing the rates of postage. 

Mr. P. also presented a memorial of editors and 
authors of the city of New York, praying that mag- 
azines and periodical publications generally may be 
placed on an equal footing with newspapers with 
regard to mail privileges. 

PRESIDENTIAL MANSION. 

Mr. PRATT moved that the rules be suspended, 
that the House might resolve itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill to make an appropri- 
ation of $20,000 for furnishing, painting, and repair- 
—S eaere mansion. 

Mr. HARDIN moved that the bill be taken up 
to reduce the rates of postage. He desired to see 
if the House was disposed to act upon that subject 
at the present session. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole accordingly, (Mr. Saunpers in the chair,) 
and the committee took up the bill designated by 
Mr. Pratt; and it was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. PRATT, chairman of the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds, again called ‘the at- 
tention of the House to the proposed appropriation 
for furnishing the President’s House. This was 
the third time that he had invoked action upon the 
snbject; and he trusted that the House would no 
longer delay in making the customary appropria- 
tion. Less than the usual amount has been ex- 
pended on the White House during the last four 
years; and the necessity for renovating the furni- 
ture was never greater than now. Parsimony in 
this matter is disgraceful. He was for economizing 
as much as any man; but a stoppage or curtailment 

of appropriations for keeping the President’s House 
in proper order for the reception of the people who 
choose to visit their chief magistrate, deserves to be 
called by some other name than economy. He had 
gone through the house with persons qualified to 
judge; and the estimate for placing it in proper order 
was much higher than the proposed appropriation, 
(twenty thousand dollars.) Considering the size 
of the house, and the many demands on the 
hospitality of the President, surely the amount 
asked for could not be considered extaavagant, 
seeing that the House wants renovation ina much 
greater degree than ever before. He thought that 
many private mansions would be found superior in 
furniture to the President’s House, even after the 
roposed appropriation should be expended for new 
urniture; and he trusted that it would not be ne- 
cessary to occupy much time in explaining the pro- 
priety of an eperopriation, the necessity for which 
would be evident to every pve who chooses 
to inspect the apartments of the executive mansion. 
a he repeated, is a good thing—a very good 
thing. His own experience in life taught him The 
to prize it; and he was one of the last men who 
wanted to squander the money which was drawn b 
taxation from his fellow-citizens. He thought he 
could say for his fellow-mechanics throughout the 
land, that few or none would be found among them 
80 niggardly as to oppose appropriations for placing 
the ident’s House in proper order; for there is 
a wide difference between economy and meanness. 
Mr. HENLEY moved to strike out “$20,000” 





and insert “§10,000;” and-he supported his pro 
sition by some remarks, in the course of which he 
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complained that the expenditures for such purposes 
had been too extravagant heretofore, and that there 
was too much truth in the stories of extravagance 
which had been told. He said our foreign minis- 
ters and all the officers of this government were too 
extravagantly paid, and the people were aware of it, 
and would no longer tolerate it. 


Mr. G. W. JONES, in some remarks which he 
made, gave some statistical statements of the 
amounts expended on the White House during the 
respective administrations of all the Presidents from 
the organization of this government, which gave an 
average of $20,000 for each four years of each Pres- 
ident since 1797, being $5,000 perannum. Now he 
held that the salary of the President ($25,000) was 
too much money for this government—plain and re- 
publican in its character as it is in theory, or pro- 
fesses to be—to pay. lt was more money than the 
services of any mortal man were worth to the peo- 
ple; $25,000 would be too great a compensation for 
any one man, President though he might be. 
If $20,000jwere sufficient, though we could not re- 
duce his salary, he would do it as far as he could by 
opposing this amendment. If it should cost him 
$5,000 for furniture, he would still have $20,000, 
which was more than any mortal man should receive 
from the tax-paying people. He could, at the close 
of his administration, sell the furniture. There 
had been great extravagance in this branch of the 

overnment, as he had occasion to know, having 
een ON a committee to examine it. He referred to 
the wornout, ragged condition of the furniture, 
which he contended had been procured of too fine 
material. Those who knew him here, knew that 
his position was not taken on this subject in order to 
secure him favor among the people, or from hostility 
to the President—feelings the very opposite, of which 
he referred to his first vote for him for Congress, 
and to other facts, to show—but from an honest con- 
viction of the necessity and propriety of reductions, 
in which they should commence here. 

He concluded by moving an amendment to the 
amendment to strike out the 2d section of the bill. 


Mr. DILLINGHAM did not rise to make a 
speech of half an hour. He knew nothing of the 
science of spoonology. If it were permitted to de- 
parted spirits to look hack with any interest to the 
scenes of earth, doubtless the spirit of the gentle- 
man who had thrown such a renown around this 
science would feel great satisfaction that his mantle 
had fallen on so worthy followers in this House. 
The bill was necessary to put the presidential 
mansion, which was the people’s house, in a condi- 
tion not unworthy of the chief magistrate, or of 
this republic itself. He scouted the idea the fur- 
nishing of the house should come out of the Presi- 
dent’s salary, lest it should be applied by him to 
his own aggrandizement. He was expected to re- 
ceive his own countrymen, and distinguished men 
of other nations, as guests, and it was known that it 
generally required nearly all the salary. He de- 
spised, he was going to say, that small caviling dis- 
position that sought to make any man great by such 
trifling things as this. That it wanted furnishing, 
he had the evidence of his own eyes. Without, it 
was a splendid mansion; within, it was—if not full 
of dead men’s bones, at least—full of ragged furniture; 
there was nothing there that should not be re-model- 
ed, and plain, substantial furniture be substituted for 


it. 

Mr. ABBOTT did not rise to make a speech, but 
to state a fact: four or five out of the committee had 
reported in favor of this bill. He briefly stated his 
willingness to vote whatever appropriation was ne- 
cessary to render the house comfortable, but not 
beyond what the President’s friends themselves 
wished. 

Mr. HOLMES asked leave to offer an amend- 
ment, the reading of which caused some laughter. 
The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said if he had been in the chair 
while this debate was going on, he should have 
been inclined to rule it out of order for the next 
three years. It would do—this hue-and-cry—for the 
year preceding the presidential election. e had de- 
nounced this system of what he considered dema- 

ism in changing extravagance of the White 
House before the people in the whig party; and in his 
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own party he could not sanction it, when he believed 
this appropriation so necessary. ‘There was not a 
gentleman's house in this city, or in his district, that 
was not furnished better than the President's man- 
sion was. “Oh, Lord!” Cel one friend said. 
He was not surprised at it. He did not mean to 
say that there was nota house in his district, the 
furniture of which had not cost as much money; but 
that they were furnished with chairs in which you 
could sit down without fear of falling, with spoons 
decent and not worn black, with carpets not full of 
holes, over which there was very imminent danger of 
any one who walked stumbling his toes and fall- 
ing down—the reverse ofall which he said was the 
case in the White House. 

Then what availed this hue-and-cry against ex- 
travagance in the White House? It was an abuse 
to curtail when there was no necessity for curtail- 
ments. If there was to be areformation, he would 
go for having the mansion fitted up in a style corres- 
ponding with our republican institutions; but he 
was oprosed to the niggardly spirit which would 
deny to the presidential mansion the comforts ‘and 
decencies of life. The character of the nation, both 
at home and abroad, depended, to some extent, on 
the mannerin which it may be furnished—at least 
in having it decently furnished. He had taken 
some of his constituents to the White House—plain, 
economical men—at least as much so as the con- 
stituents of the gentleman from Tennessee—and 
he had never taken one there who did not reprove 
him for not voting for appropriations to fit it up ina 
suitable manner. We ought, said he, to lay aside 
all apprehensions of the political use that may be 
made of this appropriation, and do what we think 
right. If less than $20,000 would do, why let!no 
more be expended; but he did not believe that 
$20,000 would be too much, considering that the 
old furniture would have to be removed, and new 
furniture substituted in its place. He was satisfied 
that his constituents would sustain him in his 
course on this occasion, because he could so well 
explain it. 


Mr. COBB did not rise for the purpose of detain- 
ing the committee with any remarks on this bill. 
He had determined to vote for this appropriation, 
believing it to be necessary. His purpose in rising 
was to appeal to the committee to put a stop to this 
unprofitable debate, so as to turn their attention to 
other business, of which there wasa great deal, yet 
to be acted on. He would therefore move that the 
committee rise, for the purpose of allowing a reso- 
lution to be offered in the House to terminate this 
debate within a reasonable time, after again going 
into Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. ROBERTS moved to amend the motion, by 


adding; ‘“‘and that the bill be reported to the House 
without amendment. 


The CHAIR said that the amendment was not in 
order. 

The question being put on Mr. Coss’s motion, it 
was carried without a division, and the committee 
rose. 

Mr. COBB then submitted a resolution that all 
debate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union should cease in five minutes after the 
House should again resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole, and that the committee should then pro- 
ceed to voté on the amendments pending and that 
might be offered, after which it should rise and re- 
port the bill to the House. 

This resolution having been adopted, 

On motion by Mr. DROMGOOLE, the House 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Saunpers, of North 
Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill making appropriations for fur- 
nishing the President’s House and improving the 
grounds round said House. 

Mr. G. W. JONES asked if his amendment t 
strike out the first section,was in order. 

The CHAIR said that it was not—the question 
being on striking out $20,000 and inserting $10,000 
in the first section. 

The question was then put on striking out $20,- 
000 an nn BIO Om, and rejected. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to strike out the first 

| section of the bill. 
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Mr. BURT moved to amend the first section by "! 


adding after the words “twenty thousand dollars” 
the words “provided so much be necessary; and 
the Chair decided this last motion to be first in or- 
der, as it was intended to perfect the bill. 

On taking the question, Mr. Burr’s amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HUDSON offered the following amendment: 

“Provided, That no part of the sum hereby appropriated 
shall be expended for wines or intoxicating liquors.” 

Mr. H. said he offered that amendment, because 
he understood that the practice heretofore had been 
to furnish the cellar of the President with wines out 
of the appropriations for furniture. 

Mr. G. W. JONES presumed the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was mistaken. At all events, 
- did not seem to know who was elected Pres- 
ident. 

Mr. HOLMES rose to a question of order. Wines 
could not be considered as furniture; and unless the 
gentleman could show that they were, his amend- 
ment was out of order. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, and on 
taking the question, Mr. Hupson’s amendment was 
lost—ayes 6, noes not counted. 

_Mr. WETHERED offered an amendment pro- 
viding that no article of foreign manufacture should 
be paid for out of this appropriation. 

he CHAIR said the amendment was out of or- 
der, inasmuch as there was a provision in the bill 
that the furniture shall be of American manufac- 
ture. 

Mr. WETHERED then moved to strike out the 
words “said furniture shall be of American manu- 
facture,” and insert the words “provided that no ar- 
ticle of foreign manufacture be paid for out of this 
appropriation.” 

On taking the question, this amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill 
by adding the words, “to be expended under the 
direction of the President of the United States.” 

Several voices “That is the law already.” 

The question was put on this amendment, and it 
was rejected. 

Mr. D. L.SEYMOUR proposed to amend the 
bill by striking out in the first section 20,000 and in- 
aerting 18.000: rejected. 

Mr. BURT moved to strike out the provision 
that the furniture purchased shall be of American 
manufacture. This motion was rejected—ayes 38, 
noes 76. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend that section by 
inserting after the words “American manufacture,” 
provided the same can be purchased on as good 
terms as the foreign articles. This motion was 

reed to—ayes 59, noes 55. 

Mr. ROBERTS moved to amend the bill in the 
second section by adding after the words “eight 
thousand dollars” the words “if so much be neces- 
sary:” carried. 


Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved to amend the. 


same section by striking out the words “¢8,000” 
and inserting “$2,000.” 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked if any part of this 
appropriation was for the purpose of repairing the 
buildings. 

Mr. PRATT was permitted, by general consent, 
to answer the question, and said chat this appropri- 
ation was intended to be applied to the repairs of 
the buildings and fences as well as the improvement 
of the grounds. 

Mr. SEYMOUR modified his amendment so as 
to make the appropriation $4,000 instead of $2,000, 
on which tellers were demanded, and Messrs. Mur- 
puy and Cuitton were appointed; and they report- 
ed 47 in the affirmative, 58 in the negative, no quo- 
rum voting. Another count was called for, and 
taken; and 60 voted in the affirmative, and 62 in the 
negative. So the amendment did not prevail. 

Some other amendments were proposed and nega- 
tived; and the committee rose and reported the bill 
to the House. 

The first amendment, by which were inserted the 
words, “if so much be necessary,” was concurred 
in. 

On the second amendment, by which a proviso 
was inserted in these words, “‘ Provided it can o pur- 
chased on as good terms as the a article,” the 
vote was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted thus: 
yeas 82, nays 78. So the amendment was concur- 
red in. 

The amendment adding to the clause appropria- 
ting $8,000 for repair of buildings and grounds, the 
proviso “if so much be necessary,” was agreed to. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 

The question being on the passage of the bill, 

Mr. G. W. JONES made ineffectual attempts, 
first to amend the bill, and second to recommit it. 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved the previous question. 

After some conversation on points of order, 

The question was taken, and the demand for the 
previous question was seconded. 


Mr. HAMMETT moved to postpone the bill till 
to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER ruled it out of order, the pre- 
vions question having been o:dered. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the bill on the 
table; and, on this motion, asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. PAYNE called for the reading of the bill; 
which was read at length. 

Mr. RAYNER remarking that many of the seats 
on the democratic side of the House were empty, 
moved a call of the House; which was refused. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jones, and was decided in the negative—yeas 
59, nays 81, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Benton, Jas. 
Black, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, Milton Brown, William J. 
Brown, Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, 
Cullom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Duncan, Farlee, Ficklin, 
French, Goggin, Byram Green, Grider, Hammett, Henley, 
Holmes, Houston, Hudson, James B. Hunt, Periey B. John- 
son, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Lumpkin, McConnell, Mc Dowell, Mathews, Edward J. Mor- 
ris, Joseph Morris, Norris, Payne, Peyton, Pollock, Pugly, 
Ritter, Robinson, St. John, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Tibbatts, 
Tucker, Wheaton, John White, Joseph A. Wright, and 
Yost—95?. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atkinson, James A. Black, Bow- 
lin, Brengle, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Burt, Chilton, Clinton, 
Cobb, Collamer, Dana, Darragh, John W. Davis, Dean, Dil- 
lingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmer, Foster, 
Fuller, Hannibal Hamlin, Herrick, Hoge, Hubbell, Hunger- 
ford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labrancke, Lucas, Lyon, 
MeCauslen, Maclay, McClelland, McClernand, McKay, 
Newton, Owen, Parmenter, Paterson, Pettit, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Charles M. Reed, David S. 
Reid, Refine. Relfe, Roberts, Rockwell, Russell, Sample, 
Saunders, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stetson, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, Tilden, Vance, Weller, 
Wentworth, Wethered, Benjamin White, Williams, Wood- 
ward, and William Wright—81. 


So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the pong of the bill, 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if it would be in order 
to move to recommit the bill with instructions. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not. 

Mr. McDOWELL inquired if it was not in order, 
as sanctioned by parliamentary law, to debate this 
question. 

The SPEAKER replied that the House had de- 
cided that it was not in order to debate the previous 
question. 

‘The main question was ordered, and being taken, 
resulted thus—yeas 62, nays 70. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, James A. Black, Bowlin, Bren- 
gie, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Burt, Shepherd Cary, Chappell, 
Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Cross, Dana, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Ellis, 
Elmer, Ficklin, Foster, Fuller, H. Hamlin, Holmes, Hubbell, 
Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lucas, McCauslen, Maclay, Me- 
Clernand, McKay, Murphy, Owen, Parmenter, Pettit, tlisha 
R. Potter, kmery D. Potter, Pratt, David S. Reid, Relle, 
Roberts, Rockwell, Russell, Saunders, David L. Seymour, 
Robert Smith, Stiles, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, 
Wentworth, Benjamin White, Winthrop, and Woodward 
—G62. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Barringer, 
Belser, Benton, James Black, Bower, Boyd, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Cullom, Daniel, Deber- 
ry,Farlee, Florence, French, Goggin, Byram Green, Grider, 
Hammett, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hudson, James 
B. Hunt, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George 
W. Jones, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McClelland, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews, Edward Joy 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Norris, Payne, Peyton, Purdy, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, Reding, Ritter, Robinson, St. John, Sample, 
Senter, T. H. Seymour, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Tibbatts, Tucker, Tyler, 
Vance, Weller, Wheaton, John White, Williams, Joseph 
A. Wright, and Yost—70. 


So the bill was rejected. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Saunpers of North Carolina in the chair,) and took 
up the bill making cee for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the government for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th day of June, 1846, and for 
other purposes. . 

The bill being read, it was taken up by sections 
for purposes of amendment. 


Mr. McKAY moved to reduce the appropriation 
in the first section for pay and mileage of senators 
and members of the House of Representatives, ayq 
delegates, from $551,760 to 550,000: carried. 

r. McKAY moved to amend the Ist section in 
the appropriation for eompniantios of the clerks 
and officers of both Houses by striking out $110, so 
as to leave the sum appropriated at $29,000: agreed 
to. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to strike out iy 
the 23d and 24th lines, being the appropriation for 
the purchase of books for the library of Congress 
the words “two thousand five hundred dollars,” ani 
inserting ‘‘five thousand dollars.” 

After some remarks in favor of the amendment 
by Messrs. C. J. INGERSOLL, HOLMES, and 
DOUGLASS, 


Mr. E. J. MORRIS spoke in its favor. The an- 
nual appropriation for the purchase of books for the 
library had always been $5,000 until the last year, 
when it was cut down one-half. He hoped the 
same spirit would not prevail this year, and that re- 
trenchment would not be carried to such an extent 
as to reach the library. 

He referred to the vote just taken on rejecting the 
bill making appropriations for furnishing the Presi- 
dent’s mansion, and censured the want of moral 
courage which induced the friends of the President 
to vote against that bill. When he saw the majori- 
ty voting in that way, he was not going to place 
himself in a false position before the country by 
voting for it, and thereby allow the charge of ex- 
travagance to be brought up against him. He 
thought the appropriation ought to have been made, 
and he would now vote $50,000 to furnish the Presi- 
dent’s House if the majority had moral courage 
enough to go for it. 


Mr. McKAY said that if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania would look at what had already been 
appropriated, and what had been asked for, he would 
find that there were appropriations of $200,000 for 
books alone. They had a library for the use of 
members of Congress, and they were called on to 
appropriate $115,000 in addition, besides 1,000 that 
was asked for for the law library. It was not in 
this seat of government alone, and for the library of 
Congress, that books were annually purchased, 
Congress had its library; the executive departments 
had their libraries; every committee-room had its 
library: and there was not a national vessel that floated 
on the ocean for which a library was not provided at 
a cost of $1,000 and more. After all this liberality 
in the purchase of books, he thought gentlemen 
could with little justice complain of the want of ap- 
propriations for the encouragement of literature. 

Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL asked if tle 
gentleman from North Carolina objected to the pur- 
chase of books; if so, he was sorry for it. 

Mr. McKAY said he did not object. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he was glad to hear 
it. He said at midnight of one of the closing days 
of the last session this appropriation was cut down 
one-half, and he hoped it would now be restored. 
Books were one of the greatest comforts he enjoyed 
here; and if, as the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means had said, every ship had $1,000 
worth of books, surely the Congress of the United 
States should have $5,000 worth. He voted for the 

urchase of Mr. Jefferson’s library, which was the 
sis of the existing library; and they had gone on 
making a collection of valuable books by moderate 
additions, which he should vote to continue, for the 
credit of the country. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. McKAY, 
C. J. INGERSOLL, and TUCKER, and then the 
amendment was agreed to—64 voting in the aflirma- 
tive, and 48 in the negative. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then submitted an amendment 
to come in at the tenth line of the bill, to make au 
appropriation for the pay and mileage of Mr. Goc- 
Gin, while contesting the seat then occupied by Mr. 
Gilmer, at the last session. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the tenth line had 
been passed, and the committee could not return to 
it for the purpose of admitting this amendment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS offered the amcndment then as 
an addition to the pending item to appropriate 
$1,000 for the purchase of Jaw books for the library. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was out of 
order, there being an incongruity between the item 
and the amendment. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from that decision. 

Mr. WHITE supported the appeal, and contend- 
ed that the decision of the Chair was erroneous. 
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Mr. McKAY and Mr. DROMGOOLE sustained 
the decision of the Chairman. 

Mr. TIBBATTS and Mr. D. P. KING opposed 
it, and maintained the power of the committee to 
insert this proposition as an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. PAYNE rose (under misapprehension, sup- 
posing that the claim itself was before the commit- 
tee) and was proceeding to argue the merits of the 
claim, his remarks looking towards a defence there- 
of, as was understood by the reporter. 

Mr. HOLMES and Mr. SUMMERS sustained 
the appeal. 

The debate on the point of order was further con- 
tinued by Messrs. G. DAVIS, J. W. DAVIS, 
COLLAMER, WHITE, McDOWELL, and Mc- 
KAY; when 

The question was taken, “shall the decision of 
the chair stand as the judgment of the House?” and 
the result was ayes 56, noes 42. 

No quorum voting. 

On motion by Mr. McCONNELL, the commit- 
iee rose, and reported the fact to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped the House would adjourn, 


and that the chairman of the Committee of Ways | 
and Means would not insist on going in with this | 


bill with so thin a House. 

Mr. JAMES 'N moved a call of the House. 

Mr. WINTHROP moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

Mr. BURKE called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the question being taken, it was 
decided in the negative, yeas 58, nays 88. 


Mr. JAMESON withdrew his motion for a call | 


of the House, and the committee resumed. 

The question on the appeal was then taken by 
Mr. Tuompson and Mr. Winrnror tellers, and 
they reported 7] in the affirmative. The negative 
was not taken, and the Chair was sustained in the 
decision. ‘ 

Mr. WINTHROP offered an amendment for the 
purpoze of providing for the payment of those books 
which had been sent to members of the House 
undera resolution some time since passed; and in 


some remarks which he made in support of it, he | 


said he was not interested, having no books but 
the Congressional Globe, which he had already in 
his possession. The books were delivered, and 
those who had received them ought not to repudiate 
payment. 

Some conversation ensued, in which several gen- 
tlemen took part. 

Some further conversation took place between 
Messrs. G. DAVIS, WINTHROP, and McKAY, 
as to the fact whether these books had been ordered 
by the authorities of the House; and if so, by what 
sanction. 

Mr. McKAY knew it was vain to oppose this 
amendment. He made no imputation on those gen- 
tlemen who voted for it. But it was time that prac- 
ce was put anend to. One single volume-——Docu- 
mentary History of the Revolution—was to be fur- 
nished to 1,200 persons, former members of Con- 
gress, and others; and this, alone, would cost nearly a 
million of dollars. The Clerk called on them to ap- 
propriate for one volume of this work $27,000, and 
there were fourteen more volumes. These books 
had been sent, he confessed, to his room. He did 
not kick them out of the house, (laughter,) but he 
told the messenger the next day to take them away. 
He did not come. (Renewed laughter. ) 

Several voices. “The gun,” “the gun.”] 

Mr. McKAY. I never hada gun. He felt rather 
mean, (great laughter,) having received these books, 
to oppose their payment, or their distribution among 
other members. He wished he had done as he 
heard a friend from Pennsylvania, Mr. Biddle, (not 
‘Nick,”’) who was formerly on this floor, declare 
from the place where he now stood, that sooner 
than receive any of these books, he would let his 
right hand fall powerless. He thought that, per- 
haps, they would be obliged to pay for the books 
already distributed, and then that this iniquitous 
practice should be put an endto. If continued, it 
would, in the end, cost this House some two or 
three hundred thousand dollars per year. 

Mr. BRENGLE inquired whether the persons 
who furnished these books had been directed to do 
so by the Clerk of the House. 

In reply, at the request of Mr. McKay, several 
letters of the former Clerk of the House were read, 
conveying an affirmative answer. 

Further conversation took took place between 
Messrs. McKAY and RHETT. 

Mr. RHETT wished to state a fact, to relieve the 
conscience of his friend from North Carolina, (Mr. 
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McKay.} The course which this thing took was 
this: As soon as these books were ordered, they 
were furnished and paid for out of the contingent 
fund of the House; and there they would remain to 
all eternity, a prey to rats and mice, if not taken by 
the members to whom they were credited. He re- 
ferred to an instance of a gentleman—a member of 
Congress fourteen years ago—having recently writ- 
ten to him on the subject; and, on examination, it 
was found that books remained deposited here to 
his credit. He thought his friend, under these cir- 
cumstances, had done very right to receive these 
books. He (Mr. R.) had done so, although he had 
voted, and should vote, against every appropriation 
for books. 

Mr. G. W. JONES opposed this amendment. 
He had never, and should never, order or receive any 
of these books. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thought, as this whole mat- 
ter was undergoing examination by a committee of 
this House, that the adoption of this amendment 
would be the forestalling of the report from that 
committee. Ifthe appropriation was just, let it be 
done by a different bill, which should stand on its 
own merits; and with it let them have, if they 
— the documentary history concerning these 
books. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS moved that the committee 
rise; which was negatived. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Win turop, 

Mr. WINTHROP inquired of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. McKay] 
if he had filled the blank in the amendment. 

Mr. McKAY inquired if the gentleman included 
in it Elliott’s debates, which were now publishing in 
Boston. 

Mr. WINTHROP replied, whatever books (he 
knew not what they were) that had been distributed 
under resolution of last session. The refusal to in- 
sert this amendment, he argued, amounted to noth- 
ing less than a repudiation of payment for these 
books, which a majority of this fous had already 
received. He maintained that there had been as 
much petty demagoguing about this little matter of 
the distribution of books, as on any other subject 
which had ever come before this House. Whatever 
circumstances might be brought to light in this mat- 
ter, they might have the effect of which they were 
worthy; but he hoped they would not operate 
against the payment of books already delivered and 
received by members of Congress. 

The blank in the amendment was filled by insert- 
ing the sum of $87,755. 

Mr. HOUSTON referred to an_ ineffectual at- 
tempt he made, last winter, when the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wiv- 
THROP,] to purchase these books, was under conside- 
ration, to insert an amendment providing that no 
more should be paid for the books purchased of 
Gales & Seaton than was paid for books of equal 
value purchased of the other publishers. Now, to 
guard against extravagant charges for these works, 
as well as other abuses, he thought it would be bet- 
ter for the Committee of Ways and Means to bring 
in a bill to provide payment for such as the House 
was bound to take, accompanied by a report show- 
ing the value of the books, and the prices charged 
for them, together with the extent to which the mat- 
ter was to be carried. Extravagant prices had cer- 
tainly been charged; or why was it that books which 
cost the House $600 had been frequently sold by 
the members who, received them at from $150 to 

200? 

’ Mr. McKAY remarked that there was a good 
deal of force in what had been said by the gentle- 
man from Alabama. The books had been received, 
and therefore the House was bound to pay for them; 
but something ought to be done to puta stop to the 
practice of buying beoks; and perhaps the best mode 
that could be adopted would be that su 

ted by the gentleman. He would, therefore, 
propose that the committee reject the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
and let the Committee of Ways and Means report 
such a bill as would correct the abuses complained 
of. The bill thus reported should appropriate such 
asum as would be sufficient to pay a fair price for 
those books, (not the price cha by the publish- 
ers, which was extravagantly high,) and containigg 
a provision repealing all the laws which sanction 
their purchase. ; 

Mr. WINTHROP here modified his amendment, 
by inserting, after the word “dollars,” the words, 
“oras much thereof as may be necessary,” 
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Some further remarks were made by Mesars. 
WINTHROP, TUCKER, and PATTERSON; 
when 

The question was taken on Mr. Winturop’s 
amendment, and decided m the affirmative—ayes 
87, noes 8&6 

On motion by Mr. J. W. DAVIS, the committee 
rose. 

Mr. McKAY submitied a resolution to terminate 
debate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on the bill under consideration at 2 
o'clock on Thursday next, 

The House adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions, presented to- 


day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. BYRAM GREEN: The memorial of 54 inhabitants 
of Pultney ville, Wayne county, New York, requesting Con 
gress to reduce the compensation of the collectors of the 
revenue and their deputies on the sea and Inke coasts. 

By Mr. RELFE: The memorial of the citizens of the city 
and county of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, urging 
Congress to make a radical change in the existing natu. 
ralization laws: referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of R. French and 308 
other citizens of New York, praying tor the repeal of the uct 
of Congress, passed February 12, 1793, in relation to fugi- 
tive slaves: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ry Mr. McDOWELL: Sundry petitions from Ciermont 
county, Ohio, praying for a horse-mail route from Goshen 
to Westborough: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ROGERS: The petition of 82 ladies of the towns 
of Salem, Hebron, and Argyle, Washington county, New 
York, against the annexation of Texas, and in favor of the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the District ol 
Columbia: referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Wm. D. Woodon and 
others, to reduce the per diem of members of Congress to 
fiveldollars, andgtravel fees to three dollars for twenty miles’ 
travel: referred to the Committee on Retrenchment. The 
petition of the Speaker and the members of the legislature 
of the State of New York, for the distribution of the reports 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in the counties of 
each State in the Union: referred to the Committee on the 
Library. 

By Mr. McCAUSLEN: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Carroll and Columbiana counties, in the State of Ohio, 
praying for a mail-route from Steubenville by the way of 
Somerset Mitchels, to New Lisbon: referred to the Com- 
mittee pn the Post Office and ost Roads. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of John Hart and 177 
other citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, praying for an 
appropriation to complete the Cumberland road. The pe- 
tition of A. Banning Norton and 213 other citizens of Knox 
county, Ohio, praying for a reduction of postage, and that 
the franking privilege be abolished. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of Andrew H. Baker 
and 52 others, citizens of re county, Ohio, pray- 
ing fer an appropriation to complete the Cumberland road. 

By Mr. CLIN ON: The petition of John W. Brown, Sam- 
uel W. Eagle, and 103 others, of Newburg, New York, in 
favor of a reduction of postage: referred to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of C. D. Eldred and 6u 
others, citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a mail route from Willsgrove, 
in Lycoming county, to Canton, in Bradford county: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of 97 citizens of the 
townfof Clay, Onondaga county, New York, asking a re- 
duction of the rates of postage: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ST. JOHN: The petition of Aaron Welsh and 79 
other citizens of Wyandot county, Chio, asking for a dona- 
tion of a part of the town lots in the government town of 
Upper Sandusky, forcounty purposes: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of John Mower and 26 
other citizens of Bedford county, Pennsy!vania, for the re- 
duction of the rates of postage to two cents, and to abolieh 
the franking privilege. 

By Mr. J. b HUNT: The petition of 19 citizens of the 
State of Michigan, that no project for the annexation of 
Texas be entertained until slavery shall be wholly and for- 
ever abolished withinthe limits of Texas: referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Oakley H. 
Wright, of Iroquois, Illinois, for a pension. 

By Mr. BRODHEAD: A petition, signed by 120 citizens 
of the borough of Easton, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
reduction of letter postage to two cents, and the abolition 
of the franking privilege, &c. 

By Mr. PRATT: The memorial of Ira D. Chatfield and 
other citizens of Greene county, New York, praying for a 
reduction of the rate of postage. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The memorial of James Harper, mayor 
of the city of New York, and othe1s, editors and authors, 
praying that magazines and periodicals be placed on an 
equal footing with newspapers in regard to postage. 

By Mr. DILLINGHAM: The petition of C. M. Rublee 
and 70 others, citizens of Montpelier, Vermont, Paying 
that the Senate bill reducing postage may be passed by the 
House of Representatives: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roa‘s. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpwnespay, February 19, 1845. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the War Department, ac- 
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companied by a table of articles free and subject to 
duty, the value and rates of duty imported from the 
30t June, 1843, to the 30th July, 1844, which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. EVANS, was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. Also, on his motion, 2,000 copies 
extra were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Erie county, New York, praying 
that Canada may be annexed contemporaneously 
with Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of the 
general assembly of Missouri, remonstrating against 
the admission of the State of Florida into the ele 
and resolutions instructing the senators, and request- 
ing the representatives from that State to oppose the 
admission, and the ratification of her constitution, 
unless the boundary be so changed as to conform 
her southern boundary to the northern boundary of 
Missouri; ordered to fie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the resolutions of 
the legislature of New York, instructing the sena- 
tors, and requesting the representatives from that 
State to use their influence to procure the passage 
of the bill which had already passed the Senate, 
reducing the rates of postage to five cents throughout 
the United States: read and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARROW presented a memorial from the 
widow of Dr. James R. Putnam, of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, praying that the plowing and dredging 
machine, invented by her deceased husband, for the 
removal of obstructions or bars in rivers, may be 
tested by Congress, with the view of its adoption 
for on urpose by the government. 

+: sino introduced, on leave, a joint resolution 
nabuiiie the the Secretary of Wer to appointa 
committee to test the practicability and value of the 
machine invented by and patented to the late Dr. 
James Putnam; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading to-morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the general assembly of Alabama, in favor of the 
establishment ofa national foundry in the South; and 
the memorial of the corporate authorities of Roches- 
ter, New York, in favor of an appropriation for the 
construction of a fortification at the mouth of the 
Genesee river; asked that that committee be dis- 
charged from their further consideration, on the 
ground that the time which remained of the present 
session of Congress could not afford an opportunity 
to the committee to examine either question present- 
ed to their consideration in the memorials. In any 
event, there was no hope of effecting any thing 
by the action of Congress this session. The com- 
mittee was discharged. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolution of the Senate 
directing that committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of increasing the pay and emoluments of 
military storekeeps, not stationed in arsenals of 
construction. Mr. C. said he inclined to the opin- 
ion thatthe salary of a certain class of the officers 
was not what it ought to be. A short time was now 
left of the session, ‘and all hope of legislation upon 
the subject was vain. 

Also reported back, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that they do pass, the House bills enti- 
tled ‘An act to pay Captain John B. Crozier’s com- 
pany of senate eae volunteers;” and An act 
for the relief John H. McIntosh.” 

Mr. MILLER presented a remonstrance from a 
number of citizens of Georgetown, against the 
passage of the bill altering the corporate limits 
of that town: and also a petition in favor of its pas- 
gage; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
“Mr. M. gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the cor- 

ration of the city of Washington. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the House bill 
making appropriation for the payment of naval pen- 
S\ONS; a with an amendment, the House bill for 
for the relief of Harvey and Slagg. 

Also, from the same committee, made a report 
(which’ was ordered to be printed,) adverse to the 

of the bill from the House for the relief of 
San eph Curwen. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 

made an adverse report on the petition of William 

he Buchanan for a pension; which was ordered to 
rinted. 

r. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 


reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that they do pass, the bill from the 
House for the relief of the president and directors 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal company; for the relief 
of John P. Converse; for the relief of Jacob L. 
Vance, of Ohio; and for the relief of Charles R. 
Allen, of Virginia. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Montgomery county, New York, 
praying that the franking privilege may be abolish- 
ed, and the rates of postage reduced to five cents 
for letters not weighing more than half an ounce to 
= part of the United States: ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, introduced a bill sup- 
plementary to the act to repeal the act for the better 
organization of the district court of the United 
States within the State of Louisiana, and for other 
purposes, approved February 13th, 1845; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


The resolution introduced by Mr. Bacsy, pro- 
viding that the daily hour of meeting of the Senate 
shall be 11 o’clock in future, came up for considera- 
tion 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the resolution, by 
striking out 11 o’clock, and inserting 10 o’clock. He 

said they were near the end of the session, and he 
thought the Senate should meet at 10 o ‘clock, if it 
was intended that the several important measures 
pending should be acted upon. 

Mr. BERRIEN expressed the hope that the res- 
olution would be permitted to pass in the form in 
which it was submitted; if the amendment prevailed, 
it would deprive the committees of all opportunity 
to atend to the business before them. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the 
motion; which being ordered and taken, resulted— 
yeas 22, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Huger, McDuftie, Merrick, Niles, Semple, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, W alker, and Woodury--22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Foster, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Moreherd, Phelps, Porter, Sim- 
mons, U pham, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

The question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, it was taken by yeas and nays, and result- 
ed in the affirmative—yeas 26, nays 20, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, 
Fairfield, Foster, Hannegan, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, 
Merrick, Niles, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walk- 
er, White, and Woodbury—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Francis, Huntington, Jerna- 
giu, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Simmons, Upham, and Woodbridge- -20 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted a motion that the joint 
resolution for the admission of the State of Texas 
into the Union be made the order of the day at 11 
o’clock each day until disposed of. 

Mr. DAYTON inquired of the Chair whether 
that, motion would not have to lie over under the rule 
one day. 

The CHAIR was of the opinion that it would. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. DICKINSON, 
BERRIEN, ALLEN, and TAPPAN, upon the aub- 


ject, the motion was changed to one to postpone the 


previous orders with the view of taking up the joint 
resolution. 

The question was put and carried, and the res- 
olution was taken up aa in committee of the w hole; 
when 

Mr. ALLEN submitted a resolution (which lies 
over under the rule till to-morrow) pee that 
the special order of the day be hereafter called by 
the Chair at 1] o’clock, a. m., wntil otherwise or- 
dered. 

The CHAIR announced that the joint resolution 
from the House for admitting the State of Texas 
into the Union was now before the Senate as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. HENDERSON being entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for nearly two hours in sup- 
port of the joint resolution of the House, demon- 
strating its constitutionality and expediency. 

Mr. BARROW followed for three hours in oppo- 
sition to the annexation of Texas in any form, 
though admitting the power to do it by treaty. 

Mr. COLQUITT next obtained the floor; when 

The Senate adjourned, 


| 


HOUSE OF ‘to |] reported back, without amendment, and with arec- || | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, “ebruary 19, 1845. 


The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. JOS. A. WRIGHT presented the petition 
of Thos. E. Clinton, praying an inquiry into the 
present feasibility of surveying and cutting a ship 
canal between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans: 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. W. said: A project, whose grandeur, though 
commensurate with the conjoint magnitude of two 
oceans, is yet overshadowed by its utility, forms 
the prayer of this petition; and itis with peculiar 
pleasure that I rise to announce a matter towards 
which the heart of the patriot, and the hope of the 
Oregon settler, loom up and beatin unison. | will 
not impose upon myself the ungrateful task of enu- 
merating the failure hitherto of measures that 
should have been effectual for this purpose. They 
aie known to the world through the various works 
— on this subject, from the time of Colum- 

us down to the present day. There was a reason 
for this;and it was, that the time had not come. 
Scarlett, Thompson, Pitman, Stevens, Montgomery, 
and a host of older authorities, evince this. But 
the time has now come, and the execution of our 
duty is prayed for in this petition. Oregon, and 
those portions of our soil most accessible there- 
from, demand at our hands that we should exercise 
a prudent foresight, and give to our settlers there 
same ground of reliance on that sovereignty we are 
about to revive. It is the deep interest which the 
friends and relations of western emigrants have at 
stake that makes me a fitting advocate for this 
marriage of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Who 
will quibble about cost, where western existence 1s 
the question at issue? or deem the countenance of 
our government inaptly bestowed at a time when 
the people of this great republic are crowding to bathe 
their feet in the Pacific, and woo to their commer- 
cial embrace an empire, whose widest door has re- 
cently been opened to American enterprise? $20,- 
000,000 has been estimated as the sum required to 
cut a ship canal from ocean to ocean. Half a cen- 
tury, Mr. Speaker, would save more than that sum 
in the expenditures of our navy through this 
measure, + is out of the calculation the terri- 
ble risks of Cape Horn. Of the sacrifice of human 
life in doubling that cape, I forbear to speak; for 
who can estimate the value of an immorta soul, or 
who can make tangible to our senses here, in this 
carpeted and warmed hall, the unheard, unlament- 
ing, but freezing sufferings of the sailor? Let him 
who would gather to his knowledge somewhat of 
these things, turn to Dana’s ‘“I'wo Years before the 
Mast.” 

But, as I said before, the time has come, both to 
us and to Central America, The career of one is 
onward to the Pacific, the welfare of the other is re- 

osing on the- bosom ‘of domestic tranqu uillity; and 

appily we may now wake up the slumbering ener- 
gies of her commercial genius at the same time that 
we provide for the defence, the welfare, and the in- 
crease of Oregon and her rising fortunes. The locm 
of the Yankee and the lasso of the Spaniard will 
twirl busily alike, while the music of the steam en- 
gine will wake to response the echoes of bays and 
rivers, and mountains and plains, that have yet 
ceased to indulge in the virgin slumber of creation. 
Yes, sir, the age, the country, and the ceaseless 
progress of commercial intercourse demand a re- 
sponse to the prayer of this petition, and I am blind 
to the spirit and character evinced in this hall at 
this session, if I see not a patriotic pride in existence 
that will prompt us all to promote the welfare of our 
Oregon settlers, as well as meet the disposition man- 
ifested by the Central Americans to honor us with 
an offer to place in our hands this great work. Mr. 
ee mery, (sent by this country in 1838, on 
other business, ) says: 

“It seems singular that a subject so peculiarly interesting 
to the United States should not have attracted more atten. 
tion in our country. The enterprise, however, could only 
be successfully undertaken under the auspices of the gov- 
ernment, and with the sanction of Congress. Were the 
subject properly recommended to the consideration of the 
national legislature, its importance would hardly fail of be- 
ing perceived, and duly appreciated; and the result, whatev 
er itgmight be, could not rut reflect credit on the adminis- 
tration. There is also reason to believe that any steps that 
our diplomatic agent in Guatemala might be instructed to 
take towards a negotiation with the Central American gov- 
ernment on this subject, would be met by that government 
with alacrity. There exists on the part ofthe people and 
authorities a decided predilection for Americans, and for 
everything that is American. They imitate the institu. 


tions, the laws, the policy of the United States, and look up 
to this country as their great model. They at one time soli. 
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sited to be admitted into the Unien as @ new State in our 
teptiblic. A re We 

“While Ftatict dd England are trying in vain to effect a 
treaty with their nee the United States have re- 
newed, or are on the point of renewing, crie that was con- 
cluded several years since. Thus every thing seems to fu- 
vor and facilitate the accomplishment of an enterprise 
which, besides enhancing in no slight degree the national 
glory of the United States, would be productive of the great- 
est commercial advantages to ita citizens.” 

But it is unnecessary to enlarge on this theme, 
The Hon. Mr. Mercer, in his report during the third 
session of the 25th Congress, has done this ably 
and fully, with the lights then before him. Suffice 
it t6 say, that even yet no accurate data exist on 
this subject; that the mode of obtaining that data is 
alluded to in this petition; and that I réspettft:!ly ask 
the reference of this paper to the Committee oii 
Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMETT, by general con- 
sent, certain papers were permitted to be withdrawn 
from the files of the House. 

REPORT OF LIEUTENANT FREMONT. 

On motion of Mr. BOWLIN, on leave, a resolu- 
tion was adopted inquiring of the Secretary of War 
the state uf progress of the report of Lieutenant 
Fremont, of Cia expéditioi to the west of the Rocky 
mountains; and whether the same can be prépared 
to be laid before Congress during its present ses- 
sion. 

Mr. RAMSEY asked leave, and, objection being 
made, moved a suspension of the rules, to move for 
leave to introduce a bill, pursuant to notice, for the 
relief of Jacob Heim. 

The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order, a 
mioti¢n to suspend already pending. 


TERMINATION OF DEBATE ON THE CIVIL 


AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The resolution of Mr. McKay, of last evening, 
for the termination, in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, of debate on this bill came 


up. 

Mr. McKAY moved the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Speaker if there 
was a quoruri in the House. He objected to the 
question being put in the absence of a quorum. 

The SPEAKER thought there was not a quorum 
present. It could, however, be ascertained on count- 
ing the House. 

The question was taken on seconding the demand 
for the previous question; and the vote stood, after 
one or two countings, ayes 84, noes 33. A quorum 
voting, 

The main question was ordered; and being taken, 
the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House re- 
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but after some conversation, 
withdrew it at the request of 


FURNITURE FOR THE PRESIDENTIAL MAN- 
sion: 

Mr. SLIDELL, who moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill making an appropriation for 
the purchase of furniture for the President’s House 
was yesterday rejected. 

He (Mr. S.) said he had voted yestesday with 
the majority that rejected the bill introduced by the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, ap- 
propriating a certain sum of money, which he 
considered not only moderate, but absolutely neces- 
sary to place the President’s House in a proper 
state for the reception of the new incumbent. He 
had thus voted for the sole purpose of moving a re- 
consideration of that decision; and he should be 
deeply mortified if he could have been supposed so 
to have voted with any other object. 

And now having the floor, he would state very 
briefly the reasons why the vote of yesterday 
should be reconsidered. If the question were now 

resented for the first time; if the House had not 
n erected at the expense of the nation, and set 
apart as the residence of its chief magistrate; or 
even if the promblem were now presented for the 
Solution of the representatives of the people, in a 
pyoper and legitimate form, whether this building, 
which for so many , and during the best days 
of the republic, had been occupied by the greatest 
and purest. men, whose names are written in im- 
perishable characters in the annals of the American 
people, should be appropriated to some other, and, as 
some would have, more useful objects,—he would be 
much embarrassed what course to pursue. Were 
the question now presented to him in that 
form for decision, he would —— be rather 
inclined to say that the establishment was ona 


scale somewhat inconsistent with the tone of repub- 
lican simplicity which should distinguish us as a 
people. Certain he was, that if the mere conve- 
nténce, comfort, or domestic ease of the President 
were to be considered, no man who had yet occu- 
pied that mansion, could he have been consulted, 
would have hesitated for one moment to say, “Re- 
lieve me from the obligations, the restraints, and the 
ceremony which such a residence will impose.” But 
this was not a question of mere pesmnaéh guétivenes 
on the part of our Chief Magistrate, federaliat or 
whig, republican or democrat. It was one which 
should be examined and discussed in all its various 
and complicated bearings and relations. There was 
no time now for such an examination; and were he 
disposed to discuss it fully, he knew that the House 
was not in & humor long to listen very complacent- 
ly; and he had not the vanity to suppose that when 
many mere gifted than he had failed, he should 
prove an exception to the general fule of impatience 
and weariness which always exists here to « certain 
extent, but which has peculiarly characterized this 
session. He had not had the time to examine 
whether any law imposed upon the President the 
obligation of occupying the house which the nation 
had prepared for his reception; but, in the absence of 
any law, custom and public opinion (in such cases 
as imperative a3 law) required that there, and there 
only, he should take tip his abode during his 
presidential term. He had no option. It was not 
James K. Polk, of Tennessee, who was to decide, 
but the President of the United States—not the man, 
but the office. ‘That residence, a legal, or at least 
a quasi legal one, (whether wisely created or not, as 
he had said before he would not stop to determine, ) 
imposed upon him obligations from which he could 
hot escape; without subjecting nim, and justly, too, 
to imputations which he hoped could never fairly 
attach toa President elected by the American de- 
mocracy. Those obligations were the dispensation, 
not of a profuse or splendid, but of a decent hosp'+ 
tality to the representatives of the States and of the 
people, to the ministers of foreign powers resident 

ere, and to such other persons, whether citizens or 
foreigners, whose talents or virtues would recom- 
tierid them to his notice. Custom, too—a custom, 
too; in his Opinion, more honored in the breach than 
the observance—had almost rendered obligatory a 
more extended exercise of this hospitality; and the 
President would probably feel himself bound to 
throw open his rooms, at certain stated intervals, to 
all who might choose to enter there. 

Mr. S. here said that he hoped that in this he would 
not be misunderstood. He considered that free access 
to the Chief Magistrate of the republic at certain con- 
venient hours, and on as many days in the week as 
might be consistent with the proper discharge of his 
varied and important duties, was the right of 
every American citizen, however humble might 
be We lot—whether his visit was prompted 
by business, private or public, or by that 
Hadtural and, as he thought, praiseworthy curiosity 
which induced men to desire to dipebeh and con- 
verse withthose who had been distinguished by the 
favor of the country. He did not wish to environ 
the President with the ceremony and etiquette which, 
however necessary they may be to keep up the 
prestige of a monarchy, are totally at variance with 
the habits and the character of our people. Here, 
then, was the true state of the case—the question 
which we are now called upon to decide—shall the 
house erected for the President of the United States, 
in which he is compelled to live for the next four 
years, the Property of the nation, be furnished at the 
expense of the nation? He would not enter into the 
miserable petty details of this question. Even the 
honorable member from Tennessee, who had ob- 
jected most strenuously to this bill, and who, if he 
mistook not, was a member of the committee by 
which the bill was reported, and as such visited and 
examined the house, admitted all that he thought 
necessary for the purpose of his argument, and, in 
fact, made a speech (unintentionally he was sure) 
which will justify the most straight-laced economist, 
before the most illiberal constituency in the Union, 
in voting for the bill as itnow stands. Mr. 8S. 
would not follow him through the mazes of this 
Castle Rackrent, and repeat the melancholy invento- 
ry of dilapidated mah y, tattered hangings, and 
worn-out carpets. Of all things, the most disgusting 
is dirty finery, he would not say to a man of re- 
finement, (for to some ears such a word might be 
distasteful,) but to one who has been accus- 
tomed at home to the common decencies 
of life. He was sure that there was nota member 
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on this floor who could not contrast favorably his 
own fire-side with that of the President, as deline- 
ated by the faithful and graphic pencil of the honor- 
able gentleman from Tennessee. It is admitted, 
then, on all sides, that new furniture is required for 
the presidential mansion; and we have but two points 
to decide. Is this furniture to be paid for out of the 
public treasury? and how much should be appropri- 
ated for that purpose? The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has taken the broad ground that the house 
should be furnished atfthe cost of the President. 
He admits, to the fullest extent, the necessity of in- 
curring the expense, and estimates it as a deduction 
from his salary, during his time of office, of 
twenty thousand dollars. Now, has it occurred to 
him that the necessary consequence of his position 
is a flagrant violation of the constitution? He must 
be too familiar with that sacred instrument to re- 
quire a quotation of that clause of it which states 
that the President shall receive, for his public ser- 
vices, & compensation which shall neither be in- 
creased nor diminished during the period for which 
he shall have been elected. We fixed, at the last 
session, by our eppropriation bill, his salary of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. Since the first build- 
ing of the house—somewhere, he believed, about 
1796—Congress had regularly made appropriations 
for furnishing it. He found, by reference to the re- 
port of the worthy and useful member from New York 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings, 
made last year, that the first was made for this pur- 
pose in March, 1797, and that they have since been 
contittued at every presidential term. Does not this 
uninterrupted usage of fifty years amount to a guar- 
anty that, without a previous legislative notice, so 
long at least as the House is occupied by the Pres- 
ident, the cost of furnishing it should not be abstracted 
from his salary. The only remaining question was, 
how much should be appropriated. On this point, 
Mr. S. said that, having in the general no safer rule 
of conduct, he relied upon the standing committees 
ot the House for the details of appropriation, when 
he was prepared to give his assent to the principle 
upon which they were based. He knew little about 
those matters—nothing indeed but what he had gath- 
ered from his own experience—and that would tend 
him to suppose that the committee had not made an 
extravagant estimate; but if he had entertained any 
doubts on this score, they were removed by the re- 
port before referred to, where he found that, from 
1797 up to the present time—a period of 48 years or 
12 terms—the total expenditure for furnishing the 
President’s House was $206,000, an average of about 
$17,200 per term. But then it would be recollected 
that but $6,000 were appropriated during Mr. Ty- 
ler’s administration: so that, in fact, the bill was in- 
tended to repair the waste for seven years, instead of 
four; and the appropriation was much below the 


average. 

And here, by the way, (said Mr. S.) as he could 
not now be suspected of any attempt to flatter or 
conciliate the high functionary who was so soon 
about to take his departure from the White House, 
he might be permitted to say that, in this respect, 
he had been treated by Congress in a manner little 
consistent with the dignity of the nation, orthe 
taste or the good feeling of its legislators. hat- 
ever disatisfaction he may have given to either party, 
he was a constitutional President, and was entitled, 
in matters of this sort, to the same measure of jus- 
tice as his predecessors. Mr.S. said that perhaps 
he ought to dismiss the subject; but he could not re- 
frain from making some comment upon the division of 
yesterday, in connection with a motion which he in- 
tended to make for a call of the House, previous to 
taking the final vote on the bill. He knew that 
many members were attracted by the debate on the 
absorbing question of the day at the other end of 
the building; but he could not be blind to the fact 
that many others of both parties were abeent, or 
failed to answer, for other reasons. He did not cen- 
sure gentlemen on the other side either for abstain- 
ing from voting at all or voting against the bill, in 
\pposition to their well-known, and in many in- 
stances recorded, opinions. Although he j\erhaps 
might not have chosen to do so himself, he thought 
that fault could not ne be found with 
that sort of political strategy by which the bill 
was defeated. If ademocratic Congress could not 
find a majority in iis own ranks in favor of 
decently furnishing the mansion of a demoeratic 
President, they had no right to expect that the 
whigs would help them out of the difficulty. He 
had always considered that one of the capital errors 
of the federal party had been the underrating the 
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intelligence of the people. It is true that they had 
once succeeded, under very peculiar circumstances, 
in playing successfully upon the hopes, fears, pas- 
sions, and prejudices of the people; but their over- 
throw would have been as complete, and the results 
probably still more lastingly decisive, had their 
nominal leader lived through the term for which he 
was elected. He feared that some—too many, in- 
deed—of our friends, arguing from the exception as 
a rule, and mistaking what was a mere temporary 
hallucination for a permanent disturbance of the 
popular mind, were disposed to take leaves out of 
the whig almanacs and song books. Abandoning 
that reliance which had heretofore been, and he 
trusted would always be, one of the fundamental 
dogmas of our creed—a reliance which has, on 
every occasion save one, been justified by the re- 
sult—they imagined that they could better succeed 
by cajolery and mystification. His friend (the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means) 
told him to be short. He was not inthe habit of 
making many or long speeches. He knew the im- 
patience of his honorable friend to get at the gen- 
eral appropriauon bills. Ee did not blame him 
for it. He would have desired to say some- 
thing upon certain inconsistencies in the con- 
duct of some of the apostles of economy here, 
and especially upon the amendment to the bill 
from the Senate, intended, as all admitted, to correct 
an error ina law passed without examination last 
session. And what was the effect of the amendment, 
urged and adopted by the votes of some of the most 
eloquent declaimers against abuses? Why, to plun- 
der the treasury of nearly $300,000, to give to cer- 
tain widows of revolutionary soldiers arrears of pen- 
sions for a term of years, while their husbands were 
still living—those husbands having themselves en- 
joyed the pension during the same period. He saw 
that the ees was anxious to come to a vote; and 
as the seats appeared to be tolerably well filled, he 
would not he the motion which he had intended 
for a call of the House. 

He would make a single observation, in conclu- 
sion. He had an abiding faith in the intelligence 
and good sense of the people; nor could he be easily 
made to believe that there was one district in the 
Union that would condemn its representative for 
supporting this bill. Sure was he, at least, that hisown 
constituents looked only to the great issues of the 
party, and would not consider any sound principle 
of economy violated by this reasonable and necessa- 
ry appropriation. 

Mr. HAMMETT said he had yesterday voted 
against this bill for two reasons. One was, that he 
believed that the sum which it appropriated was 
much larger than was necessary or was usual; and 
the other was the course of the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Buildings, who had taken up- 
on himself the responsibility of purchasing furni- 
ture, and thus imposing on Congress a kind of ne- 
ceasity to pay for it. 

He was opposed to doing business in this kind of 
way. He was opposed to this bill because the 
chairman of the Committee of Public Buildings had 
taken upon himself the responsibility of purchasing 
furniture and calling upon the House to pay for it. 
He would not give his consent that any member of 
that House should take upon himself such a respon- 
sibility. He spoke of the inadequate appropriation 
of $6,000 which had been made for furnishing the 
President’s House, and said he looked upon it as 
parsimonious and niggardly in the extreme; and he 
would, had he been here at the time, have voted 
cheerfully for an appropriation of $20,000 for that 
object. Though he would not sanction by his vote 
such a stretch of power on the part of the chairman 
of any committee, he would prefer that $20,000 
should be appropriaied by a bill to be reported by 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. PRATT obtained the floor. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES rose to a question of 
order. He inquired if the vote on the rejection of 
this bill had not been taken under the operation of 
the previous question. 

he SPEAKER said that it was; but the previous 
question was exhausted when the bill was rejected. 

Mr. PRATT, on rising, had nothing to say as to 
the course of other gentlemen on this question. Each 
gentleman could take care of himself; and he would 
— detain the House for a few moments while he 
replied to the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Hammert,] who had taken the liberty of calling his 
course in question. He thought it a very small 
piece of business for gentlemen to come here and 
make speeches about the President’s furniture for 


home consumption. It wasasmall piece of busi 

ness indeed. We have, said he, had our elec- 
tion; and if we had not, it would make no 
difference; but other gentlemen have not had 
theirs, and hence their opposition to this bill. He 
thought it beneath the dignity of members of Con- 
gress to talk about a little furniture, a little furni- 
ture! for the President’s House, while they were 
oo money extravagantly for other ob- 
jects. Gentlemen yesterday voted down the bill ap- 
propriating the trifling sum of $20,000 for the Pres- 
ident’s furniture, and the very next vote they gave 
was for $87,000 to buy books for themselves. Not- 
withstanding this liberal appropriation for them- 
selves, gentlemen called him to account for recom- 
mending this little appropriation of $20,000, every 
dollar of which was wanted. He would now pro- 
ceed to answer the gentleman from Mississippi, 
who had called him to account. As one of the rep- 
resentatives of the State of New York, he was ac- 
countable to his constituents. He came here to 
labor in their service, and he was ready to account 
to them forall he did. He was not only ready to 
be accountable to them, but was also ready to be 
accountable to this House, and every department of 
the government, for all that he had done, and at all 
times and places. 

He boldly avowed, then, that he did order some 
curtains for the President’s House, not as chairman 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, but on his in- 
dividual responsibility. He saw that curtains were 
wanted for windows that were without them, and, 
for the honor of his country, directed an upholsterer 
to furnish them the best and finest that could be pro- 
cured; saying that if Congress would not make 
a for the paruech he would do so out of 

isown pocket. He did not do this as a member 
of the Committee on Public Buildings, but as a pri- 
vate individual, and on his own responsibility. 
So much had he done for his country. Could the 
gentleman from Mississippi say he had done as 
much? [Laughter.] He had only one word more 
to say. It was well known in the House that the 
present incumbent of the White House came there 
not by his vote; but it was enough that he found him 
there. He was the President of the United States; and 
it was his duty, being chairman of the Committee 
on Public Buildings, to see that he was comforta- 
bly provided for, in a manner suited to the dignity 
of the nation. 

As to the President elect, he thought he would 
not feel proud of his new friends, after the course 
they took yesterday in bringing down his accom- 
modations to their standard of propriety. From 
what he knew of the man, he was confident he 
would rather see the House furnished at his own 
expense than to have seen such a vote as was 
taken yesterday. As to these curtains, which he 
was so roundly censured for ordering, he saw win- 
dows in the room where the President of the United 
States was in the habit of receiving the foreign min- 
isters wholly without them; and deeming this to be 
disgraceful to the nation, he had ordered them to be 
put there on his own responsibility. Mr. P. con- 
cluded by moving the previous question. 

Mr. G. W. JONES desired the gentleman to 
withdraw his call for the previous question, to allow 
him to make an explanation. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF desired to know if the 
bill would be open to amendment, should the motion 
to reconsider prevail. 

The SPEAKER said that, in that event, the bill 
would be on its passage, and therefore not open to 
amendment. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked if it would not then 
be in order to move to reconsider the vote on order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed. 

he SPEAKER said that it would. 

The previous question was then seconded by the 
House—ayes 93, noes 3l—and the main question 
was ordered. 

Mr. G. W.JONES called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion for reconsideration; and, the question 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
126, nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Arrington, 
Atkinson, Barringer, Barnard, Belser, Benton, Bi k, 
James A. Black, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brengle, Brinker- 
hoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Campbell, 
Carpenter, Carroll, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Bana, hard D. Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foster, Fuller, Gog- 

in, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, Edward S. Hamlin, 

aralson, Hays, Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 


Hubbell, Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leon- 
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ard, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, Mc€lelland. Me 
Clernard, MeKay, Marsh, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. Morse. 
Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Owen, Parmenter, Payne 
Pettit, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt 
Purdy, Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, David S. Reid, Relje 
Ritter, Roberts, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Saunders. 
Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith 
Spence, Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, James 
W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Vinton, Weller, Wethered, Wheaton 
Benjamin White, Williams, Winthrop, Woodward, William 
Wright, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey, and Yost—128. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Caldwell, Cranston, Cullom, Daniel, Ficklin, Florence 
French, Hoge, James B. Hunt, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson. 
Andrew Jolinson, G. W. Jones, Andiew Kennedy, Preston 
King, McConnell, McDowell, Norris, Peyton, Reding, Sen 
ter, Thomas H. Seymour, Stephens, and Tucker—27. 

Mr. PETTIT then moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill was ordered to be en. 
grossed; and on that he moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was sustained by the House. 

On the quuestion of reconsideration, the vote was 
taken by Messrs. Saunpers and Wintnror, tellers, 
who reported 69 in the affirmative, and 70 in the 
negative. So the reconsideration was refused. 

The question then recurred on the third reading of 
the bill. 

Mr. PETTIT then addressed the House in con- 
demnation of the mean spirit which refused an ap- 
propriation to furnish the presidential mansion, 
which belonged to the nation, and not to any in- 
dividual. The spirit of ‘“‘Ogle” (he said) appeared 
to haunt the imagination of many members, and it 
was a contemptible spirit. They had erected a be- 
coming mansion, in which they required the Presi- 
dent to reside, and they ought to make it comforta- 
bie. It had been said that we were a democratic 
people; but because we were so, it did not follow 
that every democrat should go bareheaded and bare- 
footed. They might, with equal propriety, require 
the President to occupy rooms without carpets, and 
to dispense with washbowls in his bed chamber; 
and compel him to wash his face in a mud puddle, 
and dry it by the aid of thesun. Hs continued this 
course of remark for some time, and declared that, if 
his constituents required him to vote against this 
bill, he should be ashamed to represent them. 

Mr. HENLEY obtained the floor; but 

Mr. JAMESON desired that gentleman to allow 
him to submit a proposition. 

At his request, it was read by the Clerk; and it 
was a proposition to recommit the bill to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, with in- 
structions to reduce the appropriation from $20,000 
to $10,000. a 

he SPEAKER said it was not then in order. 

Mr. HENLEY said that proposition met his 
views entirely. He then replied at some length to 
the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Perrir.] 

Mr. HALE moved the previous question; which 
was seconded by a majority of 89 to 35, the vote 
having been taken by Messrs. 'THomasson and 
Dove vass as tellers. 

The main question was ordered. 

Mr. McCONNELL asked the yeas and nays on 
the e of the bill. 

Mr. TUCKER moved to lay the bill on the table; 
and on this motion asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood 
thus:—yeas 47, nays 109, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Belser, Ben 
ton, Blackwell, Bower, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Buftington, Caldwell, Reuben Chapman, Cranston, 
Cullom, Daniel, Duncan, Ficklin, Florence, French, Gog- 
gin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, Houston, James B. Hunt, 
’erley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lumpkin, McClelland, McConnell, Mc- 
Dowell, Norris, Payne, Purdy, Reding, Ritter, Thomas 
H. Seymour, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Taylor, ‘Tibbatts 
Tucker, Wheaton, and Joseph A. Wright—47. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Atkinson, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Bidlack, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brinkerhofi, 
Brodhead, Burke, Burt, Campbell, Carpenter, Carroll, 
Catlin, Augustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman, Clinton, 
Cobb, Cross, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Douglass, Dromgoole, Dunlap, El- 
mer, Fish, Foster, Fuller, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hanni- 
bal Hamlin, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lyon, Maclay, McClernand, Mcllvaine, McKay, Isaac E. 

orse, Moseley, Murphey, Nes, Newton, Owen, Parmen- 
ter, Pettit, Peyton, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, 
Pratt, Charles M. Reed, David 8S. Reid, Relfe, Roberts, 
Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, 
Severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, idell, Robert 
Smith, Spence, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. 
Stone, Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Thompson, T ler, 
Wentworth, Wethered, Benjamin, White, Williams, Win- 
throp, Woodward, William Wright, and Yost-—-109. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table. 








The question recurring on the passage of the 
bill— 

"Mr. McDOWELL repeated the demand for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered by the House. 
" ‘The question was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 75, nays 77, as follows: 


yYEAS—Meéssrs. Adams, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James 
4. Black, Brodhead, Burt, Campbell. Catlin, Augustus <A. 
Chapman, Clinton, Cross, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Dean, 
Dellet, Dillingham, a Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmer, 
roster, Fuller, Grinnell, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Hays, 
Herrick, Hubbell, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Ctineinn 
j. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, John P. Kennedy 
Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, McCauslen, Ma- 
clay, McClernand, McKay, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy. Newton, 
Parmenter, Pettit, Elisha R. Potter, Guay D. Potter, Pratt, 
David S$. Reid, Rhett, Roberts, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, 
st. John, Saunders, Simons, Slidell, Robert Smith, Spence, 
John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Strong, Sykes, Thomasson, Thompson, Tyler, Wentworth, 
Benjamin White, Winthrop, and Woodward—75. 


NAYS—Méssts. Ariderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Rarringer, Belser, Benton, Blackwell, Boyd, Brengle, 
Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. Biown, 


Buffington, Burke, Caldwell, Carpenter, Reuben Chapman, 
Cranston, Cullom, Daniel, Dickey, Duncan, Farlee, Ficklin, 
Florence, French, Goggin, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, 
Harper, Henley, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, James B. 
Hunt, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King, cane, Lyon, McClelland, McDowell, 
Ff. J. Morris, Norris, Owen, Payne, Peyton, Purdy, Ram- 
sey, Rathbun, C. M. Reed, Reding, Rittef, Sample, Senter, 
Thomes H. Seymour, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 
R. Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 
Taylor, {Tibbatts, Tucker, Wheaton, John White, Wil- 
liams, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—77. 


So the bill was finally rejected. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION 
BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McKAY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Saunpers in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the government for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
June, 1846. 

The clause appropriatin 
sation of the President of 
read, 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH offered the following 
amendment: 


$25,000 for the compen- 
the United States being 


For permanently locating the Cumberland (or National) 
road from Vandalia, Illinois, to Jetterson City, in the State 
of Missouri, and clearing off the track and bridging the 
cues and small rivers, the suum of one hundred thousand 
aouars. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment not in 
order. 

Mr. SMITH said he believed that, for the pur- 
pose of facilitating and forwarding the business of 
legislation, it was, as a general rule, the best pol- 
icy to sustain the decisions of the Chair, right or 
wrong; and it was with extreme reluctance that he 
now took an appeal from the decision of the honor- 
able chairman; but (said Mr. 8.) he found many 
precedents for including apprppriations for the 
Cumberland road in the general appropriation bills; 
and he felt himself called upon, by a sense of justice 
to himself and hjs constituents, to take this step. 
He said, if the decision of the chairman was sus- 
tained, that the friends of this measure would be cut 
off from giving their views on this subject, as he 
feared that no action could be had by the House on 
the bill making appropriations for the national road 
during this session; and hence gross injustice would 
be done to those who had paid their money into the 
national treasury for lands in the vicinity of this 
road, on the faith of the government completing the 
road. 


Mr 8S. said he had never troubled the House un-, 


less on some measure immediately affecting the in- 
terests of his constituents, and would not now have 
offered this amendment if he could have had any 
assurance that the bill making an appropriation for 
this road would be taken up and acted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN here called Mr. S. to order. 

Mr. SMITH said he would proceed in order. 

Mr. JAMESON suggested to the chairman that 
the amendment being entirely different from any of 
the provisions of the bill making appropriations for 
os Cumberland road, he thought it strictly in or- 

er. 

Mr. SMITH continued. He said he could cite 
five or six appropriations made for this road in 
similar bills; that this was not a new appropriation, 
but to continue a work which had received the warm 
and cordial support of every administration, from 
Mr. Jefferson’s down to the one now drawing to a 
close. All the friends of this measure ask is a fair 
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hearing, and that they may be permitted to place 
the merits fairly before the House and the country; 
and to the result, be it what it might, they would sub- 
mit. He could riot forget the hostility and adroit- 
ness which certain gentlemen exercised to prevent 
action on this appropriation near the close of the 
last session. He could not say that he had much 
expectation that his amendment would be adopted, 
but he wished to make an appeal to the sense of 
justice of the committee to take up the Cumberland 
road bill and decide it upon its merits. It was due 
to the States through which it passed; and justice 
to those States demanded that this road should be 
completed. And he would now say that, so long 
as he should have the honor of a seat upon this 
floor, he would never cease to press upon Congress 
the justice of completing this road. Having said 
this much, and not supposing any good could arise 
from further debating the question of order, he 
would withdraw his appeal. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL offered the following 
amendment as an additional item: 

“For a commercial agent, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, $5,000.” 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL observed that it would 
be recollected by many gentlemen present, that 
some time dating the last session, when the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill was under consid- 
eration, he had offered an amendment similar to the 
present, and was cut off from making any remarks 
on it by the operation of the previous question. He 
had risen for the purpose of again calling the atten- 
tion of the country to a subject which he conceived 
to be of the greatest importance, and that was our 
foreign commerce. He considered that, during the 
last sixteen years, under the administrations of Gen. 
Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, and Mr. Tyler, the mind 
of the country had been so much involved in contro- 
versies in regard to banks and tariffs, that what 
ought to be one of the chief objects of legislation, 
our foreign cominerce, had been lost sight of. He 
now desired the indulgence of the committee for a 
very short time, while he endeavored to lay before 
the public some views resulting from information he 
had taken much pains to collect. He found, by 
looking at the tables that had been furnished him, 
that the tonnage of the United States had decreased 
between six and seven hundred thousand tons from 
the year 1827 to 1843. He found by certain tables, 
that while the British tonnage, in 1803, was 1,986,- 
076, and now 2,989,757, ours was, at the first-named 
period - i. e. forty years ago—947,000, and now, 
2,158,602. The last seven years, the only periods 
he had been able to ascertain, the British tonnage 
had been increased 600,000, while ours had de- 
creased 700,000. Now these were striking facts, 
and worthy of the notice of the statesman and legis- 
lator. ‘This wasin part owing, he believed, to the 
progress of steamboat navigation. 

He insisted, and proved by the quetation of the 
statistics which he held in his hand, that there was 
a decrease of American tonnage to the amount of 
700,000 tons, while there was an increase in the 
English tonnage to the amount of 600,000 tons. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY inquired if the gentleman 
from Virginia got his tonnage returns from the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. GC. J. INGERSOLL replied that he got them 
from aman of great intelligence, after receiving a 
communication from the Register of the Treasury, 
which he had with bim. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY said the gentleman’s 
statement was not correct,aad that there was no 
mode of ascertaining the amountof our tonnage at 
any one time at the treasury. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said that was a hobby 
of his Baltimore friend. He then proceeded to state 
the amount of our tonnage which was employed in the 
foreign trade, and many advantages which our ship- 
ping had over that of other countries; and yet there 
was the decrease of which he had spoken. He 
then called the attention of the committee to some 
facts set forth in a report of a late Secretary of the 
Treasury, from which it appeared that our imports 
from 1821 to 1842, a period of about twenty years, 
had increased from forty-one to eighty-eight millions 
of do!lars, and our exports from sixty-five to one 
hundred and five millions. He also gave from his 
tables other statements, and then said he could ac- 
count for the comparative decrease of our foreign 
commerce by attributing it to the currency. There 
was another fact to which he called attention; and 
that was, that, but for one single staple, the exports 
of this country would not exceed £96,000, per 
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annum. That staple was cotton; that product was 
raised exclusively by slave labor; and Dat for that, 
the whole commerce and navigation of the United 
States—especially of the most navigating and 
flourishing portion of it—would be nearly ata 
stand. While the South bore the odium of slave 
labor, (and it was universal, notonly here but in 
England and France,) this country depended exclu- 
sively on this single article—an article which had 
grown up to its present importance without the aid 
of government or legislation, or foreign ministers. 
A minister had been sent abroad to attend to the 
tobacco interests, but nothing had been done for 
this important staple. The honorable gentleman 
again read authorities to sustain this position, but it 
was impossible to catch more than the purport. 

He next alluded to his attempt to introduce 
resolution on the subject of the duties on French 
wines and silks, which, he contended, operated to 
interrupt Our commerce with that country, but he 
said he had always been laughed down. He spoke 
of the probability of supplying Europeans with 
Pennsylvania coal and iron; America, too, ought to 
be a wool growing country; her cheap lands 
being favorable for the production of that ar- 
ticle of commerce, so as to compete with any 
country in the world. They had lately passed 
a bill in relation to the Oregon; and what was 
i? Many considered it a mere question of an 
extension of territory; but he viewed it as 
commercial question. Texas, too, was a commer- 
cial question. He read an extract from the com- 
munication of a friend, resident in Pennsy!vania, 
sustaining this view of these questions. And what 
had they learned by the arrival of yesterday from 
Europe? That the greatest maritime power in the 
world had offered to resign her post of constable of 
the high seas, provided the second greatest maritime 
power would unite—in what? In a protest, he sup- 
posed, against the possession of Fas by this 
country. What he was saying he was not saying as 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, but 
as an individual member of this House. 

He stated this on his own responsibility. He 
knew that these offers to France from Great Britain 
had been made long ago, but had been attempted to 
be withheld from the public, for fear it would drive 
the United States into sudden acquisition of Texas. 
It appeared to him, therefore, that it was a mere 
commercial question. In what he was about to state, 
to be sure, he disclaimed anything like connection 
with any committee of this House; but what a spec- 
tacle it was—thank God he had not seen it; but he 
was told so by many who had seen it—what a spec- 
tacle was presented in another part of this building; 
speeches were watched, congratulations were ten- 
dered, and every demonstration of joy was made, 
when great arguments were advanced against the 
constitutionality or expediency of annexing Teaas. 

For one, it gratified him at least, that the two 
cone maritime powers in the worid, instead of— 
or he believed there was no sort of denger of it— 
instead of contending with arms for us for the pos- 
session of Texas, had condescended to intrigue, to 
protect, to come across the Atlantic, to meddle in 
our concerns, to watch the progress of this thing. 

He had on his table a few more statistics. He 
understood, if the exports of Great Britain were 
divided into a thousand parts, the United States 
took one hundred and eighty-one of them, 
which was eighty-odd more than any other country. 
Germany came next, and took one hundred and one 
of these parts; British Asia seventy-four, the 
West Indies sixty-nine, &c.,&c. Now the use he 
meant to make of this fact, was this: a large pro- 
portion of the ee commerce of this country, 
Owing to the sympathies to the natural feelings of the 
country—particularly of the Atlantic side of the 
country—was placed in depot in Liverpool. In his 
humble opinion, it was absurd. It might as well be 
sent to rege to Trieste, to Hamburg, and the 
other Hanse towns. Yet, while this was the case, 
this great power was anxious to unite with another 
great power to prevent the United States from pos- 
sessing themselves—as he insisted they would do— 
of another great cotton country, ‘“‘peaceably if they 
can, forcibly if they must.” 

These were no party matters. He had no doubt, 
if Mr. Clay had been the successful presidential 
candidate, but that high-minded, eminent statesman 
—of whom it gave him great pleasure to say that 
he had never said a word, as he had never thought 
a thought, about him, that he would not to him— 
would have entered into this work as cordially as he 
(Mr. I.) could do. It should be his endeavor w 
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impress this on the President elect; he had taken this 
manner of doing it. He wished thus to bring this 
matter to his attention as well as the attention of 
the country. It concerned a great interest of the 
country. We had been fighting for banks and 
against banks, for tariffs and against tariffs, till we 
had almost forgotten we had a foreign commerce. 

He should reserve the argument for a proper oc- 
casion to show that this great extension of the for- 
eign commerce of the country was not only perfect- 
ly compatible with the meerenr of our domestic 
industry—and he took this occasion to say that he 
was an humble advecate of the protection of our do- 
mestic industry, of a tariff without reference to the 
mere question of revenue—yet he reserved to 
another occasion to show that this extending the 
foreign commerce was to improve the manufactures 
of the country; to render their position more stable; 
to turn the balance of trade in our favor; to cause 
exchanges throughout all the world in our favor, 
instead of in favor of our great maritime rival, as 
was done at present. He believed all this matter 
was perfectly demonstrable, and he reserved it for 
some future occasion. He had stated these things 
very imperfectly; and having submitted this mouon, 
as he did, for this mere purpose, he withdrew it. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Has the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania withdrawn his motion? 

Mr. INGERSOLL (in his seat.) 
withdrawn it. He had no idea that it would carry. 

[A voice: ‘Does the gentleman withdraw his 
speech, too?” Laughter. | 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an amendment to add 
an appropriation of $3,000 for two clerks of the 
House of Representatives. He stated that these 
two clerks were regularly employed in the House of 
Representatives, and their salary had been omitted 
in this appropriation bill 

After some conversation, in which Messrs. 
RATHBUN, McKAY, and the CHAIRMAN par- 
ee 

The question was taken, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

PRESIDENT’S FURNITURE AGAIN. 

Mr. ROBERTS, after the clav<e providing for the 
executive clerk, moved an anvendment appropri- 
ating $20,000 for repairing and :°furnishing the ex- 
ecutive mansion with furniture of domestic manu- 
facture, if equally good and equally reasonable. 

Mr. R. said a few words in support of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment, to strike out the words “if 
equally good and equally reasonable.” 

He argued that the insertion of these words would 
be a nullification of the whole matter; that it im- 
posed no restriction upon the purchaser for the 
sepa of the domestic over the foreign article. 

“his matter of a litthe money was mere moonshine 
when weighed in this balance. He wished to keep 
out of the President’s House foreign cabinet work, 
foreign carpets, and cverything foreign; and he 
trusted that the principles and the policy adopted in 
this House would be American. 

Some conversation arose between Messrs. C. J. 
INGERSOLL, ANDREW STEWART, RATH- 
BUN, CALEB B. SMITH, and other gentlemen. 

Mr. ROBERTS briefly opposed the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. JOHN STEWART proposed an amendment 
to the amendment, which was accepted by Mr. An- 
prew Srewarr as a substitute for his proposition. 
In proposes to —— $6,000 for repairing and 
pease the presidential mansion, and $14,000 for 


a 


dition to the sale of the old furniture. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL (in his seat.) In addi- 
tion to burning the old furniture, why did not you 


say? 

Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK gave notice of an 
amendment to the amendment which he designed to 
offer when in order, (and which is given below. ) 

Some further conversation ensued, in which 
Messrs. McKAY, C. J. INGERSOLL, JOHN 
STEWART, and others, took part. 

Mr. PAYNE deprecated the course which had 
been taken by some gentlemen who supported this 
appropriation. Those who would not consent that 
this measure should be hurried through without 
explanation, and without amendment, were charged 
with being parsimonious and niggardly, while oth- 
ers were denounced as inimical to the in-coming ad- 
ministration. All these charges (said Mr. P.) were 
made against us, and we were not permitted to raise 
our voices in explanation. lt was now found 


Yes, he had | 
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urnishing the same of American furniture, in ad- 
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that the pretensions of gentlemen were a little 
humbled. They did not now come here demand- 
ing $28,000, without showing how it was to be ex- 
pended. They did not demand that the old furni- 
ture should be sold, without allowing the proceeds 
to be deducted from the amount appropriated. 
These pretensions were a little beniiad. Gentle- 
men were now willing to take $6,000 for the 
unds, and $14,000 forthe furniwre. But what 
ad they been told by those who had advocated the 
appropriation? They had been told that the Presi- 
dent elect would rather pay for this furniture him- 
self, than the vote rejecting the bill should have 
been passed yesterday. This came from the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Buildings. 
Mr. PRATT said he did say so, and he believed 
what he said. 
Mr. PAYNE did not question the word of the 
— but he stood here to vindicate the 
resident elect; and he would tell the gentle- 
man from New York, that gaudy trappings and 
regal splendor would have no attractions for him. 
He stood far above such paltry considerations. 
He was a republican in principle and practice, and 
did not desire to be surrounded with the trappings 
of regal splendor. He came here to carry out the 
principles of republicanism, and to uphold the creed 
of that great party which gave him a passport to the 
high station he has been called on to fill. These 
were the considerations which would influence him, 
and not costly and luxurious furniture. What 
were they next told? Why, that this appropriation 
was to be voted for as a matter of respect to the 
President elect. He chose to show respect to him 
by devoting his humble energies to his election to 
the presidency. He desired to show his respect to 
him by sorenes his nomination when it came 
from the Baltimore convention. It was by riding 
through the country, and addressing the people in 
two or three States on all occasions when he thought 
he might be useful, that he had shown his respect for 
him. It was by these means that he showed his 
respect to the bresident elect, and not by voting 
$28,000 to furnish his house in an extravagant and 
gaudy manner. If (said Mr. P.) we are called on 
to vote this appropriation out of respect to the Presi- 
dent elect, the amount is too little. Would it not 
be more respectful to vote him half a million? Tak- 
ing it in this light, he was not disposed to vote for it. 
Had he adopted the course of gentlemen who were 
opposed to him in this matter—if he were to enter 
a crusade against those who were unwilling to vote 
for this large sum, and put a gag into the mouth of 
every one opposed to it, and force the measure 
through the House without a word of explanation, 
he should suspect himself of acting through motives 
of paying an undue respect for the executive office. 
He should fear that he was® placing himself in a 
a position for the sake of office; if not for 
imself, at least for his friends. As regarded the 
motives of other gentlemen he had nothing to say. 
Whilst he ielded to no man in point of respect to 
the President elect, he never should take an 
means of showing that respect inconsistent with his 
duty to himself and his country. In regard to this 
appropriation, he believed that $14,000 would be suffi- 
cient to furnish the President’s House in a manner 
creditable to the nation, and he was willing to vote 
that sum, though he believed that a smaller amount 
would answer; but he was unwilling to go beyond 
it. Twenty thousand dollars was, in his opinion, 
too much to furnish any house in the nation, unless 
it was intended to furnish it in a style of 
splendor, which he was sure would not suit the 
tastes of our republican President. He was willing 
that the furniture purchased should be exclusively 
of American manufacture, provided it could be 
bought as cheap as the foreign article. While he 
wished to give every just encouragement to the 
American manufacturer, he would not adopt the 
principle of giving more for their articles than the 
foreign articles could he bought for. He wished to 
set anexample of simplicity and economy to the 
country, and for that reascr: wished to buy the 
cheapest articles. Simplicity and economy have 
been the principles in which the democratic part 
had atall times gone before the country; and if 
gentlemen wished to carry out their professions, 
now was the time to show it, by voting such a sum 
for furnishing the presidential mansion as would do 
it ina style atonce simple, neat, and elegant, and 
without extravagance or ostentation. 
Mr. E J. BLACK said he was one of those who 
voted’this morning for $28,000 for furnishing the 
President’s House, in addition to what the old fur- 
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niture would sell for. Now, if the gentleman from 
Alabama, who attached as much value to this old 
furniture, had seen as much of it as he had, he 
would not estimate it as highly as he did. He did 
not believe there was an auctioneer in the city of 
New York skilful enough in puffing to make it ge! 
for more than $2,000. He relied greatly on the 
statistical knowledge of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. meray and had predicated his vote on 
that gentleman’s calculations as to the cost of the 
articles to be furnished. He regretted that the per. 
sonal matters of the President and President elect 
had been brought up in this debate. He did not 
think they should be personally regarded in this 
matter. So far as they were the representatives of 
the nation, he desired to see them comfortably 
lodged. 
e regarded the executive of this great country 
as the representative, the most immediate and direct 
representative, of the people. The President was 
representing the masses of the people, and he (Mr. 
Brack) gave his vote for this appropriation before, 
because he desired the President of the people to be 
decently lodged.. He hoped the gentlemen who op- 
posed this appropriation would go into the executive 
mansion and examine its furniture. He (Mr. B.) 
had done so himself, and he now declared that there 
was no private gentleman im this city whose parlor 
or sitting room was so meanly furnished, in every 
respect, particularly in respect to the articles of cur- 
tains and chairs, to which he had directed his special 
attention. Did any gentleman suppose that true 
democracy consisted in keeping their President in 
rags and tatters? He believed the democratic Presi- 
dent of this republic should be as decently lodged as 
any whig President; and if the whig members of this 
House would not vote for this appropriation, they 
had better send chair-makers and mantua-makers to 
the executive mansion to repair the chairs, and dari 
up the rents in the curtains. But he conceived the 
question was simply how much they should appro- 
priate; and he would leave that to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Prarrt,] and the Committee 
of Ways and Means, for they were better able 
to judge on that subject than he was. 
here, then, should they buy this furniture? One 
gentleman said it should be bought only from Amer- 
ican manufacturers. And wherefore? For the pur- 
pose of saving money to this country? Was it for 
economy? Or was it an emanation of the high pro- 
tective tariff policy? Why did they desire that it 
should be bought only from American manufac- 
turers? Why, he could see it was intended to put 
in the pockets of American manufacturers more than 
would go into the pockets of foreign manufacturers 
for articles of equal quality. He should vote for the 
amendment “providing it can be procured on equal 
terms”—and was not that equitable and just? And 
what more did gentlemen want? Did they want in- 
justice? Did gentlemen remember that a large por- 
tion of the money to be appropriated for this object 
came from the cotton-growing section of the coun- 
try, and the tobacco and rice-growing portion of the 
country? He saw before him a specimen of car- 
peting of American manufacture, [it was laid on 
the floor for inspection,} and he had no objection to 
it; he was willing it should be bought, providing he 
who made it would furnish it on the same and equal 
terms that such articles could be procured elsewhere. 
He had no hostility to American manufactures; he 
desired that they should succeed in their undertak- 
ings; if he could get articles as cheap in this coun- 
try as elsewhere, he was willing that the foreign 
article should be rejected. He knew not the price 
of this piece of carpeting which was exhibited here, 
but it was perhaps like the exhibition of railroad 
iron from Pennsylvania some time ago. 

He then stated that he had received a _ letter from 
a friend in South Carolina, who had addressed let- 
ters to the manufacturers of Maryland and Pennsy!- 
vania, on learning that they had offered to furnish 
railroad iron on as good terins us the foreign article 
could be procured; the answer which his friend had 
received was not distinctly heard, but it was under- 
stood to disappoint his expectations. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY supposed the gentleman 
from Georgia alluded to the Mount Savage Works 
in Maryland, amongst others; if so, he would inform 
the gentleman from Georgia that that establishment 
was now in full operation, and was making a large 
amount of railroad iron daily, and had more orders 
than it could supply. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Messrs. J. 
STEWART, J. P. KENNEDY, and others par- 
ticipatea; in the course of which the Chairman of the 
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committee said a discussion on railroad iron was not 
in order, under this amendment. 

Mr. BLACK said he did not desire to be out of 
order; but he would, nevertheless, suggest to the 
Chairman that iron and coal might be necessary to 
supply the presidential mansion, and hence this de- 
bate might be pertinent. However, he only now 
desired the gentlemen opposite to say if they would 
furnish railroad iron as cheap as it could be pro- 
cured from Europe. He wished them to answer 
that plain question. Gentlemen had failed to an- 
swer him, and therefore he had nothing more to 
say on that subject. He hoped the amendment 
would prevail. 

Mr. OWEN stated that he understood the carpet 
before them, of American manufacture, would cost 
¢3 per yard, while carpeting of the same quality 
could be imported at $1 25. [Cries of, Oh, no, you 
are mistaken.] This, it would be perceived, would 
make about 100 per cent. difference in the expense 
of carpeting this House. 

Mr. J. EWART inquired if the gentleman 
from Indiana would prefer the British manufacture, 
even at a lower price. 

Some confused conversation ensued, in the course 
of which Mr. PATERSON made some remarks on 
the price of Wilton carpeting before them. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
agreed to. : 

Mr. E. J. BLACK then submitted his amendment 
in these words: 


Provided, It can be obtainedon the same terms as it can 
he had from the foreigu manufacturer. 


Mr. WENTWORTH oo to his friend 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Srewarr,| whether it 
would not be best to distribute the proceeds of the 
sale of the old furniture among the different States, 
seeing distribution was his favorite object. 

The vote on the amendment to the amendment, 
moved by Mr. Brack, was negatived—50 in the af- 
firmative, and 63 in the negative. 

The amendment was then agreed to as amend- 
ed. 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment to 
appropriate $8,000 for defraying the expenses for 
the year of the magnetic telegraph between Wash- 
ington and Baltimore, said sum to be disbursed un- 
der the direction of the Postmaster General. During 
the last Congress,he said, an appropriation of $30,000 
had been made for the establishment of this tele- 
graph. He had recently received a communication 
trom the gentleman at the head of this telegraph, 
stating that the appropriation was entirely expend- 
ed, and that the thing must rest unless some funds 
were appropriated. It was in contemplation, as 
proposed in this amendment, to put it under the 
superintendence of the Postmaster General, in or- 
der that he might make out a tariff of charges for 
the transmission of information by this means. It 
was supposed that the receipts in this way might 
go a considerable way towards defraying the ex- 
penees of the establishment. Here was a work of 
this importance between Baltimore and this city 
which was now suspended for want of funds, and 
which, if neglected and suffered to remain idle and 
without attention, would go to ruin. There was 
also, as was known, a bill now on the table for the 
extension of this work to New York. Gentlemen, 
from this statement of facts, must see the propriety 
of the appropriation proposed. 

Having made this explanation now as the only 
opportunity for it, he withdrew his amendment to 
ofr it when they came tothe proper place in the 

ill. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, an amendment was 
adopted of $2,000 for extra clerk hire in copying in 
the ent of State. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved an amendment to the 
clause appropriating for the Treasurer of the United 
States, his clerk, &c., providing that hereafter the 
salary of the clerk (which he —— to be a very 
responsible office) should be $1,600. 

fter a word of conversation between Messrs. 
McK AY and THOMPSON, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HALE moved an amendment to deduct from 
the appropriation for the Register of the Treasury 
and for Treasurer, $788; which sum had been 
illegally received (he said) by those respective offi- 
cers for signing treasury notes, for which no extra 
compensation should have been given, and he 
caused to be read letters from the late Auditor of the 
Treasury, Hon. Tully R. Wise, to show it had been 
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rejected over and over by him. He also referred to 
express provisions of law against such a charge. 
ending the question on this amendment. 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. HARPER, at the instance (he said) of tho 
Committee on Expenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment, asked leave to offer a resolution author- 
izing that committee to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. HOPKINS and many other gentlemen ob- 
jected. 

Mr. HARPER moved a suspension of the rules 
for its reception. 

Pending this motion, 

The House adjourned. 





The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. MOSELEY: The petition of citizens of Buffalo 
New York, fora reduction of the rates of postage, and abol 
ishing the franking privilege. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of M. © Demming, and 
others, of Seneca county, New York, praying for the reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: ‘The petition of W. W. Wilton, and 
117 other citizens of Hamilton, New York, praying for the 
passage of the Senate bill reducing the rates of postage, 
which was referred to the Co imittee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

By Mr. SIMONS: The petition of the Hon. Mr. Whit- 
tlesey, and 113 others, citizens of Danbury, in Connecticut, 
praying the House of Representatives to pass the law 
adopted by the Senute for the reduction of postage: referred 
to the Appropriate Committee. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Samuel Hepburn and 
31 others. citizens of Northumberland county, Pennsyl 
vania, praying the concurrence of the House of Represent- 
atives in the bill reducing postage, and passed by the Sen- 
ate. Also, the petition of Robert Fleming, aud 101 others, 
citizens of Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, praying that 
the bill passed by the Senate, reducing the rates of postage, 
may be enacted into a law. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Brigham Young and 15 
others, citizens of Nauvoo, in the state of Illinois, praying 
Congress to grantthem the privilege of erecting a dam in 
the Mississippi river, opposite said city of Nauvoo, for the 
improvement of the navigation of said river: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. THOMASSON: The petition of John Blackwell 
and others, asking that lands may be given to poor families 
who are not able to purchase: referred to the Conmittee on 
Public Lands. Also, the petition of James Smith, on behalt 
of Benjamin Kerlin, an insane soldier, praying a pension: 
veferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Enoch Perkins for rev 
olutionary pension, due to his tather Zopher Perkins at his 
decease: referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen 
sions. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The memorial of 17 members of the 
bar of Onondaga county, New York, asking that provision 
may be made to have the reports of the Supreme Court of 
the United States placed with the statutes in the several 
county clerks’ offices of the Union; referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEONARD: The petition of John C. Alstaadt, for 
payment ofa claim for goods furnished to the New York 
custom-house: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. A. SMITH: The petition of 8. C. Hoden and oth- 
ers, citizens of Batavia, New York, praying fora reduction 
in the rates of postage. 

By Mr. H. DODGE: Seven petitions, signed by 308 citi- 
zens of the Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for 
the establishment of a mail route, commencing at Prairie- 
ville, via Genesee, Eagle, Whitewater, Fort Atkinson, 
Snell’s, Lake, Mahews, and Cottage Grove, to Madison, the 
seat of government in said Territory: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The memorial of 
72 citizens of Racine county, Territory of Wisconsin, re- 
monstrating against changing the mail route from the town 
of Racine to Janesville, in said Territory: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The resolu- 
tion of the legislative assemoly of the Territory of Wis- 
consin, asking Congress for an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harborat the mouth of Sheboygan river, on 
the western shore of Lake Michigan, im said Territory: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. The resolution of 
the legislative assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
asking Congress foran appropriation for a revolving light 
at Sank Harbor, on the western shore of Lake Michi- 
gan, in said Territory: referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1845. 


On motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the reading of the 
journal was dispensed with. 

Mr. FOSTER inquired of the Chair whether there 
was any rule which authorized a call of the Senate. 
He was anxious that some of the gentlemen on the 
other side, who had voted for an early hour of 
meeting, and who were now absent, should be a 
prised of their absence through a call of the Sen- 
ate. 

The CHAIR said there was such a rule. 

Mr. FOSTER said he would not press a call this 
morning, but merely give warning that he would 
do so at another time. 

Mr. CLAYTON 


resented resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of 


laware, in opposition to the 





annexation ef Texas to the United States: ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON 
from a number of citizens of 
Connecticut, remonstrating against the annexation 
of annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. H. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Massachusetts, representing that a newspaper, 
the “Sheet Anchor,” devoted to the interests of sea- 
men, would, if distributed among them, be produc- 
tive of great good; and requesting that a fund might 
be placed at the disposition of the Secretary of War, 
to be applied in his discretion to that object: refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BATES presented resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Massachusetts, requesting the senators 
and representatives from that State to urge the pas- 
sage of a law providing for the publication and dis- 
tribution of the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States among the judicial tribunals of the 
States, executive officers, and public libraries, or 
more important institutions of the country: ordered 
to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, on the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on the Library, 600 
copies, in addition to the usual quantity—200 of 
which to be for the use of the department—were 
ordered to be printed of the report from the Navy 
Department giving information of the depot of 
charts and instruments at Washington city. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported a joint resolution for the distribu- 
tion of copies of the journal and other documents, 
printed under the order of Congress, to each of the 
Incorporated scientific imstitutions in the several 
States and Territories; which was read and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. CHOATE, the Committee 
on the Library was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the New York ine 
stitution for the deaf and dumb, praying for a dona- 
uon of congress ional documents. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, with an amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the House bill enti- 
tled an act for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was re- 
ferred the memorial of Robert Parkis, of Rhode 
Island, praying compensation for the recapture of a 
merchant vessel last war, reported a joint resolution 
authorizing the payment of a sum of money to Rob- 
ert Parkis; which was read, and ordered to second 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back, with amendments, 
the bill providing for the payment of certain milita- 
ry service in Florida. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
dicary, reported back, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that itdo pass, the bill supple- 
mentary to the act for the better organization of the 
district courts of the United States within the State 
of Louisiana, and for other purposes. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the above bill— 
which provided merely for the transfer of certain 
business from the circuit court of the United States 
to the district court of that State—was taken u 
for consideration as in committee of the whole; . 
after a few explanatory remarks by that senator, 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the report referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs, a few days ago, 
from the Navy Department, showing the length of 
sea and other services of the commissioned offi- 
cersand passed midshipmen, was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the Committee on 
Foreign Relations was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of John Strobecker, 
praying to be indemnified for the loss of the ineu- 
rance of the schooner Enterprise, which was seized 
and confiscated by the British authoritiesin 1835. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem laid before the Senate 
the following mange which was read, and, 


résented a memorial 
‘nham and Middlefield, 


On motion b r. ARCHER, ordered to be 
press and Referred to the Committee on Foreign 
lations, viz: 


To the Senate of the United States: 


In answer to the resolution of the Benate of the 11th De- 
cember, 1844, requesting the President to lay before the 
Senate, if, in his judgment, that may be done withont preju- 
dice to the public interests, a copy of any instructions 
which may hare been given by the executive to the Ameti- 
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can minister in pagent on the subject of the title to, and 
occupation of, the eee of Oregon, since the4th day of 
March, 1841; also, acopy of any correspondence which may 
have passed between this government and that of Great 
Britain, or between either of the two governments and the 
minister of the other, in relation to thatsubject since that 
time—| have to say that, in my opinion, as the negotiation is 
still ponding: the information sought for cannot he commu- 
nicated without prejudiceto the public service. | deem it, 
however, proper to add, that considerable progress has been 
been made inthe discussion, which has been carried on ina 
very amicable spirit between the two governments; and that 
there is reason to hope that it may be terminated, and 
the negotiation be brought to a close, within a short 
period. ; 

I have delayed answering the resolution, under the expec- 
tation expressed in my annual message, that the negotia- 
tion would have been terminated before the close of the 

resent sexsion of Congress, and that the information culled 
or by the resolution of the Senate might be communi- 
cated. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wasnincton, Feb 19, 1845. 

Mr. WHITE presented certain documents re- 
specting the claim of Thompson Barnetts; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill to change 
the time of holding the circuit and criminal courts 
of the county of Washington in the Diatrict of Co- 
lumbia, was taken up for consideration, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, considered, reported to the Sen- 
ate,and being engrossed, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, the previous or- 
ders of the day were postponed, and the bill from 
the House to authorize the sale of two Arabian 
horses, received as a present by the consul of the 
United States at Zanzibar, from the Imaum of Mus- 
cat, was taken up for consideration, as in committee 
of the whole, considered, — to the Senate, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. EVANS said that a bill introduced oi the 
senator from Georgia, to remit duties on railroad 


iron, had been referred to the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, and also several] memorials upon the subject. 
The committee had instructed him to move the re- 
jection of that bill, and to report two other bills in 
its stead. He moved, therefore, that that bill be laid 
upon the table: the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. E. then reported a bill to authorize the im- 
portation of railroad iron free of duty, in certain 
cases; and a bill to remit the duties which have ac- 
crued, or been paid, upon the importation of railroad 
iron in certain cases; which were read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


, 
THE HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. WHITE remarked that yesterday he voted 


with a majority for the resolution providing that 


the daily hour of meeting shall be 10 o'clock, a. m. 
He therefore moved that that vote be reconsidered. 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WHITE desired the reconsideration of the 
vote, with the view of adopting the original resolu- 
tion, fixing 11 o’clock for the hour of meeting. 

The question was then taken on the proposition to 
ania and decided in the affirmative—yeas 25, 
nays 2}, as follows: 

YEAS-~-Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Foster, Fran- 
cis, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Simmons, Upham, White, and 
Woodbridge —20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Breese, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Hannegan, Huger, Lewis, Merrick, Semple, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury—21. 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out J0 o'clock and inserting 11 o’clock as 
the hour for meeting. 

The question was taken, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, it was put, and carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported in favor of printing 5,000 copies extra 
of the abstract of the treaty with China. The re- 

ort was concurred in. 

Mr. ARCHER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they be indefinitely 
postponed, the joint resolution relating to the claim 
of American eitizens upon the government of Mexi- 
co, and the bill to provide for the adjustment and 
settlement of the claims of citizens of the United 
States with the republic of Mexico. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, made an adverse report on the peti- 
tion of citizens of Missouri, praying for the discon- 











tinuance of the land district at Palmyra and Fayette, 
and for a new land office; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the en 
bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
George Duval, a Cherokee Indian, deceased, was 
taken up for consideration. 

On motlon by Mr. J., and by the general consent 
of the Senate, it was so amended as “‘to authorize the 
Secretary of War to hear testimony, and ascertain 
what sum was a fair compensation for the legal rep- 
resentatives of George Duval, a Cherokee, deceased, 
for depredations committed on his property in the 
year 1828 by American citizens,” instead of appro- 
priating unconditionally to that object the sum of 

4,000. 
. Mr. SEVIER said he had no objection to the 
amendment. 

The bill, as amended, was then read the third 
time and passed. 

The engrossed bill vesting in the county commis- 
sioners of the county of Wyandot, the right to cer- 
tain town lots, aud out lots in the town of Upper 
Sandusky, in the State of Ohio, was read the third 
time and passed, 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the bill providing 
for the satisfaction of claims due American citizens 
for spoliations committed by the French prior to 
1800, was taken up on its third reading. 

Mr. McDUFFIE said he had attempted to show, 
the other'day, the strong presumption against these 
claims, arising from their antiquity. The depreda- 
tions were committed by the French as long ago as 
forty-five years; and the rational presumption arising 
from this great lapse of time, and the silent acqui- 
escence of the petitioners, would be absolutely con- 
clusive evidence against them, according to the uni- 
versal principle of jurisprudence prevailing all over 
the civilized world. This presumption the petition- 
ers, he was aware, had attempted to rebut, by show- 
ing that, as early as 1802, a portion of them, fifteen 
or twenty out of a thousand, had applied to Cen- 
greps; but he, at least, assumed that the presump- 
tion arising out of the application then made was 
counteracted by the fact, that Congress rejected the 
claims. 

After that rejection, they remained silent till 1807, 
when a small portion of heen again applied to Con- 
gress. The claim was then unsuccessful; and they 
again acquiesced in the decision of the government, 
upto the year 1818. In that year the claim was 
again rejected. In 1822 and 1824 successively by 
the House of Representatives, the claims were 
again and again rejected; and up to the year 1827, 
with the exceution of a very inconclusive report in 
1807 by Mr. Marion of South Carolina, every re- 
port upon the subject had been unfavorable to the 
claims. In that year the claimants applied to Con- 
gress, and the claim was rejected by the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the House, on the ground 
that they (the claimants) had furnished no evidence 
in support of their claim. It was an extraordinary 
fact, that all the appications that had ever been 
made to Congress, (Mr. McDurrie) could not find 
any proof whatever that a tittle of evidence had ever 
presented to Congress. 

Mr. Marion, although he rejected the claim, sub- 
mitted a very long report to show that, upon the 
a of justice and policy, if the evidence had 
een good, these claims ought to have been satisfied. 
This report, made upon the application of a few in- 
dividuals, seemed to have the charm, like the voice of 
Glendower, of calling up spirits from the vasty deep. 
A very short time after, these claims numbered up 
toa thousand; and now they are again brought be- 
fore us, preceded by a long and labored argument in 
favor of their legality and justice; and these claims, 
which have been slumbering in dust for forty-five 
years, all at once spring up like shades from the 
grave. 

He wished to call the attention of the Senate to a 
few facts. Who are these claimants?—where are 
they? Are they living men, or shades? He believed 
the halls of the Capitol were haunted by ghosts 
stepping about in the shape of defunct claims held 
by speculators, who were prosecuting them with a 
= corresponding with the interest they had in 
them. 

How many of the thousand were poor widows 
and orphans, to whom these claims originally be- 
longed? How many of these widows and orphans 
were presenting their claims to Congress? Are we 
to pass upon these claims for the benefit of living 


men, or of their shades and ghosts? These claimants 
do not, in fact, present themselves. anor come not 
in the form of living men, but step about like ghosts 
at midnight. He feared there was “something rot. 
ten in the State of Denmark.” He did not perceive 
who were the persons who were to be benefited by 
this five million of dollars, which the honorable sey. 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuoate] had said 
was not a beginning. 

Mr. CHOATE here interrupted the honorable 
senator to read from an estimate the original sum. 
It was twelve millions of dollars. In the bill the 
committee had only named five millions as a con- 
sideration for all the claims. 

Mr. McDUFFIE, in continuation, said he was 
glad to hear it—that would be the last of it, at any 
rate. But he should like to know and to see who 
are to be benefited by this five million of dollars. 
However he might think the government responsi- 
ble for these claims, he would not pass this bill un- 
der the circumstances; he would at least have the 
names of the applicants. 

Having adverted to the facts raising a presump- 
tion against these claims, he begged leave to call the 
attentionof the Senate to several facts connected 
with their history. Hehad stated before that the 
treaty of guaranty between the United States. and 
France, in 1778, was, to all intents and purposes, an 
absolute nullity in 1800, in consequence of France 
having, by her hostilities, absolved this govern- 
ment from its obligations; and our own act of Con- 
gress of 1798, renouncing the old treaty, when the 
government of the United States was said to have 
surrendered these claims on the condition that 
France should surrender herclaimsalso. Now, if 
he should not demonstrate that upon two distinct 
grounds, the treaty of 1778—the guaranty treaty— 
was nulland void as regards the obligations of the 
United States, he would guaranty to pay out of his 
own fortune a portion of this five or ten millions to 
these claimants. What was the state of the rela- 
tions between the two countries in the year 1792’ 
He believed it was a principle adopted in the 
laws of nations, that if one of the parties in a com- 
pact between two nations violates that compact, the 
other party is absolved from its obligations. On 
the same day with the treaty of guaranty in 1778, 
the convention of commerce was made; and it stipu- 
lated that the United States should have unlimited 
right of trade with England—with English produc- 
tions and English provinces; andthe merchants of 
England might send their merchandjse to the United 
States. What was the subsequent conduct of 
France? By a decree of the French government, it 
was declared that not only English merchandise on 
board American vessels, but the property of Ameri- 
can citizens on board the said vessels, and the ves- 
sels themselves, should be forfeited. Under author- 
ity of this decree these spoliations were made by 
French armed vessels. 

It was a principle, recognised as a principle of law 
among nations, that a war between two nations ex- 
tinguishes all previous treaty obligations; and when 
that war closes, they stand in regard to the stipula- 
tions of that treaty precisely as if the treaty had 
never been made. On one question he was aware 
that there was a diversity of opinion. It had been 
said that the United States were not at war with 
France, because no formal declaration of war had 
been made by Congress, the war-making power of 
the government. In 1798, Congress passed a law 
authorizing the President to fit out ships of war to 


seize the French armed vessels. These vessels of 


the French, to the number of eighty, were seized, 
confiscated, and condemned by the tribunal of the 
United States. It was perfectly clear, then, that 
whatever technical disguise might be thrown over 
these transactions, it was war. ar was made by 
the United States, and it was made against France. 

Whatever the French commissioner and Ameri- 
can commissioner might have assumed at the com- 
mencement of the negotiation which terminated in 
1800, they both assumed that they were upona war 
basis. [Here Mr. McD. read extracts from the re- 
ports of both the commissioners in support of his 
arguments. } 

After touching upon a variety ef historical points, 
he concluded by observing that there never was an 
authority for these claims from the beginning. It 
was introducing a principle by which every blow 
struck at our commerce by an enemy, would be a 
blow struck at our treasury. He was unwilling, 
also, to delegate to a body of commissioners the 
power to abjudicate these claims. He would not 
give them the power to decide upon a claim to the 
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amount of , much legs one of $5,000,000, upon 
the principle laid down in the bill. If he believed 
that this government wes responsible for the pay- 
ment of these claims—if he was perfectly satistied 
that the honor and sacred obligations of the govern- 
ment were involved in the payment of them, he 
would still never consent that any commission of 
three men, subject to ten thousand temptations, 
should have the _— to decide upon them. 

Mr. CHOATE begged leave to say a few words 
in reply. He would begin by correcting at once 
the misapprehension under which he was sure the 
honorable senator from South Carolina [Mr. Mc- 
Durie] labored, in regard to these claims being 
brought forward by speculators; and for that pur- 
pose he read the clause in the bill which provides 
that in all cases of transfer the claimant shall only 
be entitled to receive the amount paid for the 
claim. 

In reply to another objection urged by the honora- 
ble senator, who said that the long Ione of time 


during which these claimants remained in a state of 


quiescence, was a strong presumption that the 
claims were good for nothing, he entered into an 
argument to show that during all that Japse of time 
there had been an uninterrupted, though unavailing, 
prosecution of those claims. He was sure that the 
Smal senator’s sense of justice, ir he had 
jooked a little more into the details of these cases, 
would have led him to a very different conclusion. 

These claimants were from twenty-four States of 
the Union—some from South Carolina. He held a 
list of them in his hand. There were 1,011 indi- 
viduals in all,of whom more than 900 claimed in 
their own person. Of the originai claimants, there 
were 460 still living. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Me- 
DUFFIE in opposition to, and Mr. ARCHER in 
favor of, the prayer of the claimants. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, who desired to 
express his views in opposition to these claims, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed un- 
til to-morrow. 


THE TEXAS RESOLUTION. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. ALLen, yester- 
terday, providing that the special order—the resolu- 
tion admitting the State of Texas—shall be proceed- 
ed with, until otherwise ordered, at 12 o’clock, in- 
stead of 1 o’clock, was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that, with no 
disposition to prevent a prosecution of the subject 
involved in the special order, he submitted whether 
1 o'clock was not a better hour to resume the con- 
sideration of it, and more compatible with what was 
due to the business before Congress, than 12 
o'clock. It was impossible that the subject of an- 
nexing Texas could be permitted to preclude action, 
as far as this proposed change would do so, on 
other necessary sama He expressed the hope 
iat they would be permitted to occupy two hours 
. the morning before the general subject was ta- 

en up. 

Mr. ALLEN remarked that a few days only 
were left of the session, which showed the necessit 
of economizing time. If the special order was os 
ed at 12instead of 1 o’clock, they could have two 
speeches a day upon it; whereas, if 1 o’clock was 
insisted upon “ the opponents of annexation, there 
was danger that they would have but one speech a 
day. He could see no good reason why one hour 
was not now sufficient to dispose of the morning 
business, as it was previous to the passage of the 
resolution for an earlier hour of meeting. If the 
subject of annexation was not disposed of soon, 
those other great questions—Oregon, and the admis- 
sion of the States of lowa and Florida—must have 
the go-by. With a desire that these subjects should 
receive the action of Congress this session, he was 
compelled, from a sense of oy to press the reso- 
lution. If gentlemen on the other ide had no dis- 
position to give those important subjects the go-by, 
they certainly would co-operate in the adoption of 
the resolution for a change of the hour for the con- 
sideration of the special order. 

Messrs. BERRIEN and CRITTENDEN insist- 
ed that two hours in the morning were necessary 
to dispose of other business of not less impor- 
tance—because of its necessity—than the resolu- 
uon for annexing Texas. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of his resolution; which being ordered, the 
question was taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 23, nays 23, as follows: 

YEAS—Messvs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 


by, Benton, Buchanan, Colquitt, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
Henderson, Huger, Lewis, McDuffie, Merrick, Niles, Sem- 
Lae elena Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Woodbury 
—?§ . 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Francis, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, Mangum, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Upham, White, and Wood- 
bridge—23. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, the joint resolution from the 
House for admitting Texas as a State into the 
Union,—the question being on the indefinite post- 
ponement of that subject . 

Mr. COLQUITT being entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate for about an hour and three 
quarters in support of the joint resolution of the 
House now under consideration. It had not been 
his intention, at this late period of the session, to 
speak on the subject; for, although he had given it 
his most anxious consideration when first intro- 
duced, inexpectation ofa much earlier action of Con- 
gress, he had, since he found it so long protracted, 
given up the idea of doing more than recording his 
vote; and he was_ not, therefore, prepared to offer 
more than a few desultory remarks on the general 
question, which he now did at the instance of some 
of the friends of annexation not themselves ready 
to proceed with the disct....on without further ref- 
erences which they desired to make. 

He found in the report of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, and in the debate upon the question 
as far as it had gone, that the main question at issue 
was the power of Congress involved in the mode of 
annexation proposed by the joint resolutions of the 
House. He should therefore first address himself 
to that point. He would, however, premise that, if 
he should be satisfied by proof or argument that 
there was no such legislative power granted by the 
constitution, he would say to his friends stop, pro- 
ceed no further in this way. But if it turned out, 
as he had full confidence it would, that there is no 
constitutional impediment, then he would say that 
propriety, as well as the interests of the whole coun- 
try, demanded immediate action in the way pro- 
posed. 

He had beena little surprised to find some grave 
senators, generally very liberal in their construction 
of constitutional powers, always ready to raise con- 
stitutional objections against anything that did not 
square with their own measures, Or opinions, or po- 
litical feelings. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations, it seemed 
to him, based almost its entire argument on the lim- 
itation of the power of annexing Texas in any 
shape or form to the treaty-making power. And 
even some of the gentlemen on the other side take it 
for granted that, if the power exists in the treaty- 
making power, it must be under limitation as sub- 
ordinate to some other power in the constitution; 
while others contend it does not belong to any grant- 
ed power, but is held in reserve by the people in 
their organic primary assemblies. 

But the deduction from the report of the commit- 
tee is, that the treaty-making power alone can act 
on this question, having the en ire and only power 
of making contracts or compacts with foreign gov- 
ernments. It holds that legislative action is uncon- 
stitutional. 

Respectable as the source was whence this doc- 
trine came, he begged leave to dissent from these de- 
ductions in all their particulars and inferences. 

Mr. C. then proceeded with each of these propo- 
sitions, asserting in broad contrast that, although 
for convenience the treaty-making power was, under 
certain circumstances, properly resorted to in the 
acquisition of territory, yet it could not constitu- 
tionally be extended to the admission of a foreign 
State: that it was only by Congress, under the gen- 
eral power of admitting new States granted in the 
constitution, that a foreign State, such as Texas is, 
could be admitted; and that, even if there was more 
propriety or necessity for legislative action in rela- 
tion to the acquisition of ‘erritory than for the use 
of the treaty-making power, it could be done under 
the powers which Congress possessed of making 
contracts or compacts. 

As to the power of Congress to admit Texas as a 
new State, he was so astonished that there could be 
any deubt on the subject, that he had often to ques- 
tion himself whether those who denied the power 
were really serious, or whether they only did so 
merely to give color to their opposition. In proof 
of this, he referred to the speech made last session, 
in secret session, by the senator from Virginia, [Mr. 


| tothe United States. 








Arcuer,] on the treaty of annexation, then under 
discussion, in which speech the acquisition of Tex- 
as, as a territory, was strenuously o; posed, on the 
ground that it was an independent power, govern- 
nent, or State, complete in itself—a nation and not 
a territory; whilst now, the same senator, in his re- 
port, declares there is no constitutional power to ad- 
mit Texas by legislation as a new State, but refers 
the matter to the treaty-making power, as the only 
constitutional mode of admitting Texas as a terri- 
tory! 

These conflicting positions Mr. C. illustrated so 


| as to give his argument great point; but he spoke so 


rapidly that the reporters could not catch sufficient 
of his phraseology to do him justice. 

As to the admission of new States into the Union, 
it was clear that Congress alone possessed the pow- 


er. Now, Texas is not a territory, but u State—a 
| State exactly in the position of Rhode Island or 


North Carolina when admitted into the Union—a 


| State, complete in itself, independent, with its own 


government, sovereignty, and domain. Its simili- 
tude went still further; its population is a portion 
of our own people, speaking our language, imbued 
with our republican principles, raised under our in- 
stitutions, educated in our school of liberty, part of 
ourselves, and ready to enter our Union in every 
respect as Rhode {sland and North Carolina did; 
for he held, and would maintain egainst al! disposed 


| to gainsay it, that, for the year Rhode Island re- 


fused to come into the Union, she was as much a 
foreign State—separated, distinct, independent, 
completely her own mistress, free to dispose of her- 
self as she pleased—just as much as Texas now is. 
And so it was with North Carolina. How could it 
be said they were new Slates made or arising out of 
territory of the United States? They never belc nzed 
They were not territories. 
They did not give a foot of their domain as territory 
to the Union. They came in of their own free will, 
and independent sovereign States. Texas was in the 
same position: the only difference being as to the 
time and proximity. 

In the course of his remarks, Mr. C. dwelt with 
great force of argument upon the powers possessed 
by Congress to make contracts, and showed, 
under the negative consequence of the power ex- 
pressed in the constitution, that no State shall ac- 


| quire new territory without the assent of Con- 


gress. The direct power of Congress to give a 
State authority to acquire foreign terriwory was clear- 
ly established; and hence the power of Congress, 
if so disposed, to permit Louisiana to add Texas to 
its territory, could not be disputed. Nor could it be 
denied that from 1803 to 1519, while we held ‘Texas 


| as part of the ‘Territory of Louisiana, we could, had 


her population entitled her to the rank of a State, 
have admitted her into the Union. If so, how had 
she forfeited her right to come in, if we were now 
willing she should do so, by her becoming independ- 
ent of Spain to which, as a territory, she reverted? 
Like the other revolted States of Mexico, she was 
separated from Spain, and with them formed a con- 
federation of independent States. Subsequently, 
the constitution which they adopted was overthrown 
by the military despotism of Santa Anna, and as a 
necessary consequence Texas was absolved from the 
compact of confederation. She fought for and main- 
tained her sovereign independence; and being now 
anxious to join our Union, what possible constitu- 
tional impediment can exist that would not have 
been as strong before 1819, when it is plain she 
could, without the shadow of a doubt, have been ad- 
initted as a new State? 

The foregoing is but a very brief synopsis of some 
striking points of argument presented in a new and 
forcible manner by Mr. C.; whose eloquent remarks, 
it is hoped, will be prepared for publication by him- 
self in a few days. . 

Mr. SIMMONS next obtained the floor and spoke 
for about an hour, but without concluding his argu- 
ment. 

Mr. 8. was occasionally interrupted by proposi- 
tions from his friends to give way for adjournment 
or for going into executive session; but the friends 
of the measure under discussion being anxious that 
the discussion should go on, Mr. S. proceeded. 

His introductory remarks were altogether in 
relation to the early history of Rhode Isiand, and 
her subsequent position when invited to join the 
Union, on the formation of the constitution. He 
argued that Rhode Island was the earliest repub- 
lican government in the world based on a written 
democratic constitution, and the first of the United 
States that made a declaration of independence. He 
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caused the act 
1776, to be 


, being an act repealing the act of 


to the British crown. 
hen Mr. 8. had been speaking an hour, he ob- 
served that, as most of the senators had gone away, 
(there were not more than a dozen present,) he 
hoped the subject would be over informally 
till to-morrow morning, when he would briefly sum 
up what he had to say. 

_No objection being made, the question was in- 
formally passed over. 

Several messages were received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and appropriately referred. 
Among them was one conveying a despatch from 
Mr. H. A. Wise, minister at Brazil, touching the 
slave trade carried on by fraudulent contrivances be- 
tween American citizens and British capitalists and 
agents. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, this subject (be- 
ing one of the violation of national law) was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

VETO MESSAGE. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, returning the Senate bill ir relation to 
revenue steam cutters, with his objections. 

The message was read. The principal point of 
objection to the bill was, that it restrained all prog- 
ress with vessels not actually commenced, whilst 
grovernment had contracted for the building of one 
revenue steam cutter at Richmond, Virginia, and 
another at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the materials 
for which the contractors had purchased; and be- 
cause the work had not technically commenced, 
the restriction of the bill might lead to litigation or 
violation of contract. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE, not seeing the chairman of 
the Committee on Commerce, who reported the 
bill, in his place, moved to lay the bill on the table 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. ARCHER doubted if that could be done 
with a bill returned with a veto message. 

Mr. WOODBURY said the proper course was 
first to enter the message on the journal. 

Mr. ARCHER concurred. 

Mr. MOREHEAD hoped that when entered on 
the journal, the bill would be made the order of 
of the day for to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

The CHAIR read the rule in relation to veto mes- 
sages, by which it appeared that, when entered on 
the journal, the first question was on reconsidering 
the bill. 

The message having been ordered to be placed on 
the journal, 

Mr. ARCHER moved to take up the bill for re- 
consideration, and postponed that question till to- 
morrow. 

After some discussion as to points of order, and 
the hour to-morrow at which the bill should be con- 
sidered, so as not to interfere with the unfinished 
business, 

Mr. BREESE informed the Senate that the bill 
was only sent back in form that it might be so 
shaped as to avoid the difficulty pointed out in the 
message. 

It was then agreed to reconsider it at half-past 11 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted a resolution which, un- 
der the rule, lies over till to-morrow. It was that 
the special order of the day shall be hereafter called 
up by the Chair every day at 12 o’clock till other- 
wise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the Senate bill to 
amend an act entitled an ‘“‘An act to carry into effect, 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the exist- 
ing compacts with those States, with regard to the 
five per cent. fund and the school reservations,” was 
taken up as in committee of the whole, the question 
being on an amendment reported from the Commit- 
teee on Publie Lands to substitute a new bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained that the large 
reservation acquired from the Chickasaw Indians 
was, acording to treaty, sold by the United States 
for their benefit, at graduated rates, namely: during 
the first year in the market, at $1 25 per acre; 
during the second and third years, at $1 per acre; 
and thereafter at 25 cents per acre, till all was sold; 
and no reservations of sixteenth sections withheld. 
The bill was to compensate the State by a suitable 
allowance for the school fund. 

Pending this question, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 20, 1845. 
The journal having been read, 


by her legislature in May, || 


| penditures of the Post Office Depariment to send for 
|| persons and papérs. 


The SPEAKER announced the first business in {| would prove, was most gratuitous and unjust. |; 
| order to be the resolution offered yesterday by Mr. p 


Harrer, empowering the Committee on the Ex- 


Mr. HOPKINS hoped the gentleman who offer- 
ed the resolution would explain its object. 

Mr. HARPER observed, that early in the session 
the Committee on the Expenditures of the Post Of- 


| fice Department received information that there had 


been a misapplication of the funds of that depart- 


| ment. They did not think proper at the time to 


ay any attention to the charge, but since then, 
having received additional information on the sub- 


|, ject, the committee had thought proper to act on it, 
, and therefore directed him to submit the resolution 


under consideration. 

After a few words from Mr. HOPKINS, the reso- 
lution was agreed to. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved a reconsideration 
of the vote of yesterday adopting the resolution to 
take the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill out 


of committee at two o'clock to-day. Mr. K. said it | 


was very clear that a bill of this magnitude could 


| not be got through with in the tine prescribed. He 


therefore hoped all sides of the House would agree 
to reconsider the vote, so that a longer time for dis- 
cussion might be allowed. 

Mr. Me 


adopted. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY asked the gentleman if | 


'| there was a division on the resolution? 


The SPEAKER said that the resolution was | 
adopted under the operation of the previous ques- | 
There was a vote taken on it; and, if the gen- | 


tion. 
tleman was not present, he could not move the re- 
consideration. 

Mr. KENNEDY then withdrew his motion. 

Mr. WELLER renewed it. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to lay the motion for re- 


| consideration on the table; which was carried. 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS asked leave to make a report 
from the select committee on maps, charts, and en- 


| gravings: objected to, and not received. 


|| the chair—and resumed the consideration of the bill | 
| making appropriatiens for the civil and diplomatic | 
| expenses of the government for the fiscal yearend- | 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 


itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of | 


the Union—Mr. Savunvers, of North Carolina, in 


the 30th June, 1846. 

he CHAIR stated that the question pending was 
on the amendment offered by the 
New Hampshire, [Mr. Hate,] to deduct from the 
appropriation for the salaries of the Treasurer and 


in 


Register of the Treasury $788, which sum, he al- | 
these officers | 


leged, had been illegally received b 
for signing treasury notes, for which no extra com- 
pensation should have been given. 
Mr. BAYLY said he had been 
attending the House on yesterda 


revented from 
y ® severe in- 


| fluenza, from the effects of which he had so little 


recovered that he would not have been here tres 
i 


if, in addition to public duties, he had not been ca 
ed here by those of private friendship. 


He was informed that, near the close of yester- | 
| day’s Pee Hines} the gentleman from New 


am 
shire [Mr. Have] had renewed an attack which he 
made at the last session upon the Register of the 
Treasury and the Treasurer of the United States. 
This most groundless and unjustifiable attack was 
refuted and exposed in the most conclusive manner 
at the time it was at first made; and, such being the 
case, he could not but express his surprise that the 
gentleman should renew it now in the offensive 
manner he had. The gentleman was pleased to say 
that each of these officers had “filched from the 
treasury, without law and inst law, $788 73.” 
Mr. HALE explained. The expression he had 
used was, that these officers had abstracted these 
sums from the treasury without authority of law. 


| He had not said that they had filched it. 


Mr. BAYLY. Such may have been the remark 
made by the gentleman on yesterday; but at the 
last session the gentleman was reported by the 
apers to have used the expression he had quoted. 

that, however, as it may, the difference is between 


| “tweedledaum and tweedledee.” These gentlemen 


were officers of the treasury; and the expression 


AY then asked the gentleman if he | 
was in the House at the time the resolution was | 


entleman from | 


| 
i] 





that they abstracted from it money, without author- | 
_ ity of law, was just as injurious as that they had 
| filched it; and either, as he undertook to say, and 


he (Mr. B,) had been in the Hotse on yesteida > 
he should have repelled the attack on the spot. {i 
was true, at that time he knew nothing of the cir. 
cumstances of the case; but he knew one of these 
officers well, and upon this knowledge alone he 
should not have hesitated to pledge himself, ag q 
representative and a man, that, whenever the sub; 

became to be investigated, his conduct would be 
found to be entirely above reproach. He hai 
known, from his earliest manhood, the Treasure; 
(Mr. Selden) well; and a more_ high-minded and 
honorable gentleman did not breathe. He had lived 


| without reproach, and this was the first attack, as 


far as he knew, which had ever been made upon his 
character. He did not know Mr. Smith, the Regis. 
ter, so well, but he did not doubt that what was true 
of Mr. Selden was equally so of him. He was 
prepared now, however, to go much farther than 
this. He had examined the subject, and a more un- 
founded attack had never been made upon honora- 
ble men, as a short recital of facts, derived from the 
records of the treasury, would show: 

By the att of Congress approved the 12th of Uc. 
tober, 1837, to authorize the issue of treasury notes, 
it was provided in the third section, ‘that the first 
treasury notes shall be prepared under the direction 
of the Setatene of the Treasury, and shall be signed, 
on behalf the United States, by the Treasurer thereof, 
and countersigned by the Register of the Treasury.” 
In no part of the law are any other persons author- 
ized to sign these notes. In the ninth section, “a 
sum not exceeding twenty thousand dollars was ap. 
propriated out of any money unappropriated in the 
treasury, to defray ‘“‘the expense of preparing, print- 
ing, engraving, signing, and otherwise incident to the 
issuing of the treasury notes authorized by that act.”’ 
Under these plain provisions, the Treasurer and 
Register made a claim for equitable compensation 
for signing these notes. But Mr. Woodbury, who 
was then Secretary of Treasury, with that caution 
and cireumspection which so eminently character- 
ized him as a_ public officer, declined to make 
the allowance to officers under him in the Treasuiy 
Department, until he had inquired of Mr. Cambreleng, 
who was the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and as such had drawn the bill, wheth- 
er, in his opinion, Congress contemplated such an 
allowance as was claimed. Mr. C. (whose letter | 
have now before me) in reply, stated that the pro- 
vision in question was designed to provide for a just 
allowance to these officers for performing the duty 
required of them. ‘Lhe construction, so obviously 
justified by the plain sense and obvious import of 
the words used, being justified by the opinion of the 
author of the statute, Mr. Woodbury made the al- 
lowance. His only difficulty was as to the amount 
to be paid. Under former acts of Congress author- 
izing the issue of treasury notes, persons not in of- 
fice had been required to sign the notes; and for 
doing so, the allowance fixed by law was $1 25 for 
every 100 notes signed; and this legislative criterion, 
with great propriety, was adopted by the Secretary; 
and, in accordance with it, the allowances were made. 
So the matter stood until the passage of the law, 
ee the 18th of May, 1842, in which it is pro- 
vided “that no part of the sum appropriated by that 
act, be applied, and no compensation shall be made, 
to any officer whose salary is established by law, 
for preparing, signing, or issuing said treasury 
notes. It seems that the Register and Treasurer 
had signed 63,099 treasury notes before the et 
of this last act, which, at the rate of $) 25 per 100, 
amounted to the sums the allowance of which is 
complained of. . ; 

They presented these accounts to the First Audi- 
tor for the allowance. By him they were rejected. 
They were carried up to the Comptroller, who re- 
versed the decision of the First Auditor. It must 
here be borne in mind that the Treasurer and Regis- 
ter never have made any claim for signing treasury 
notes since the act of the 18th of May, 1842. The 
account was presented after its pasaeges but it was 
for signing done before the passage of that act. 

The subject was subsequently brought before the 
Secretary of the Treasury, (the Hon. J.C. Spen- 
cer,) who, whatever opinion may be entertained of 
him in other respects, is certainly a man of great 
ability and legal attainments, and was a most rigid 
public officer. As it had given rise to some contra- 
riety of opinion between two of the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury, he requested the opinion of the 
Attorney General, Mr. Nelson, who deliberately 
examined the subject, and, in a written opinion, de- 
cided that the claim was ‘‘a valid and fair one.” 
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It seems to be the opinion of the gentleman from | 


New Hampshire (Mr. Have] that the law of 1842 
ss retrospective in its 0 ration; and such seemed to 
ye the opinion of the First Auditor. But it is obvi- 
ously not so. The gentleman is too good a lawyer 
not to know that no law retroacts, unless it ex- 
ressly on its face proposes todo so. Ali laws are 
roapective, unless the law itself shows that the 
in intent was that it should be retrospective; and 
even where it proposes to be so, if it impairs the 
rights of individuals, acquired under former laws, it 
js unconstitutional, as the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and almost every other court in the 
country, has decided. In this case, the law, by its 
terms, does not propose to retroact. On the contra- 
ry, the terms used are prospective. They are 
“preparing, signing, or issuing treasury notes,” and 
not “having prepared, signed, or issued.” 

In what he had said, of course he did not mean to 
reflect upon the late First Auditor. A more honest 
man never lived; and this very case is proof, if any 
were wanting, of his inflexible integrity. He stern- 
ly refused to allow a claim, even of his daily associ- 
ates in the department to which he belonged, when 
he doubted its incorrectness. 


But, for the purpose of this discussion, it was 
wholly immaterial who was right, the First Auditor 
or the other officers of the government. Those 
who were authorized to allow the claim, did it after 
full investigation; and surely no just reproach can 
be cast upon the Treasurer and Register. They 
only received what the competent authorities had 
decided they were entitled to; and the inquiry 
still less arises whether the law of 1837, allowing 
these officers extra compensation, was wise or not. 
Mr. B. was of opinion that it was not; and if he 
had been in Congress when the provisions in ques- 
tion were under consideration, he would have voted 
against them. Then the inquiry properly arose, as 
it did thereafter when a modification of the law was 
roposed. But whether the law was proper or not, 
it was still the law until repealed; and no blame can 
be attached to those who received what they were 
entitled to, in the mean time, under its pro- 
visions. If the law was improper, the complaint 
should be against those who enacted it. If the 
construction of the law was erroneous, the blame 
must rest upon those who made it, and not upon 
those who did no more than to claim what, it was 
ilecided, they were entitled to under it. This was 
the whole matter, about which the gentlemen from 
New Hampshire {[Mr. Hare] had made such a un- 
called for clamor. With the gentleman’s motives 
for all this, he had nothing to do. He was satisfied 
with exposing, now, how utterly groundless it was. 
And it did seem to him, after a similar exposure 
made at the time the charge was first conjured up, 
the gentleman should have been content to abandon 
it, 

There was another question before the officers of 
the treasury as to what appropriation the claims 
should be paid out of, and it was this which created 
the chief embarrassment. But it does not effect, at 
all, the question before this House. And Mr. B. 
would not, therefore, trouble the committee with it. 


Mr. HALE replied, and gave a detailed history 
of the factsof thecase. He also caused to be read 
a letter written by the late Mr. Tully R. Wise, and 
published in the Globe, in which that officer set 
forth that, three several times, he had rejected these 
claims. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE defended the officers who 
had been assailed by the gentleman from New 
Hampshire. He asked how that gentleman could 
accuse those officers of having abstracted the public 
money, when their claim was allowed by the proper 
officer. But, even if the claim had been erroneous- 
ly allowed, the blame should fall on the officer who 
allowed it, and not on those officers. He objected, 
also, to the system of reprisal which the gentleman 
from New Hampshire proposed to adopt. 

The amendment was then rejected. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment to 
appropriate $5,500 for the support of pauper luna- 
ues of the District of Columbia; but after a few 
words he withdrew it. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the commit- 
tee rise, for the purpose of enabling him to offer a 
resolution to allow five minutes to each mover of an 
amendment to this bill, for an explanation of its pur- 
port, 

The vote was taken; and as no quorum Voted, 
the committee necessarily rove and reported that fact 
to the House, 
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Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL then offered his resolu- 
uen. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
stood it 76, noes 26—no quorum voting. 

Mr. SAMPLE asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being ta- 
ken resulted—yeas 104, nays 44. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. INGERSOLL then offered the said resolu- 


tion. 

Mr. HOUSTON offered a substitute for the reso- 
lution, proposing that each member limit his speech 
from this time to five minutes, and that the ‘eben 
be terminated at 3 o'clock to-day. 

Mr. INGERSOLL had no objection to its begin- 
ning now, but did not wish to limit the time for de- 
bate on the amendments. 

Mr. WINTHROP raised the point of order 
against the resolution of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. Incerso..,] that it operated a 
cman of the rule, which allowed one hour to each 


member in speaking. Hence it could not be offered 


without a day’s notice. The point of order was not 


ressed. 


The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of or- 


er. 
Mr. HOPKINS demanded the previous question 
on the resolution. 


Some irregular conversation followed, in which | 


Messrs. DROMGOOLE, C. J. INGERSOLL, and 
other gentlemen participated. 


Mr. OWEN suggested a modification of the | 
resolution, which was accepted by Mr. Incersoxt, | 


and which provided further to limit the debate on 


the amendments to 2 o’clock to-morrow, (Friday.) | 


Mr. BURKE moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; and the yeas and nays being ordered, the 
question was taken, and decided in the negative— 
yeas 52, nays 104. 

The previous question was seconded by the 
House, and under its operation the resolution was 
adopted. 

On motion by Mr. McKAY, the House again re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Saunners, of North Caro- 
lina, in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. W. HUNT offered an amendment providing 
for the reduction of the compensation of the collect- 
ors and other officers of the customs in proportion 
to the amount of duties collected by them. 

Mr. H. addressed the committee fora few mo- 
ments in favor of this amendment. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK having made a few obsera- 
tions, 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY replied to the remarks of 
the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. ELMER havinge had much experience in 
custom-house business, said many reforms were 
required in that department, some of which he spe- 
cified. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK, in some remarks which he 
made, reiterated his statements of a previous day, 
in relation to a letter which he had received respect- 
ing the supply of railroad iron from manufacturers 
of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY made some explanatory 
statements. 

Mr. BLACK sent to the clerk’s table, where it 
was read, the letter of Col. Gadsden, president of 
the South Curolina railroad company, which he 
said contained facts which refuted the position taken 
by Mr. Kennepy. It went to show, as the result 
of extensive practical inquiry for purposes of busi- 
ness, first that sufficient railroad iron of domestic 
manufacture could not be obtained for the South; 
and further, that even at the prices at which the 
manufacturer of Pennsylvania and Maryland pro- 
posed to furnish the small quantity they could fur- 
nish at some time hereafter, (as they admitted they 
were not now able to furnish it,) it would cost the 
companies some 30 or 40 per cent. more than it 
could be imported for. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
EDWARD J. BLACK, ANDREW STEWART, 
and BUFFINGTON, participated. 

Mr. BUFFINGTON stated that there was an 
extensive establishment of iron works in his imme- 
diate vicinity, from the responsible proprietor of 
which he had received a letter, which he had now in 
his possession, (and which he had caused to be pub- 
lished in the National Intelligencer,) stating that he 
could furnish any quantity, and would esteem it a 
favor to receive large orders for railroad iron, at 


$50 pei: ton. 
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Mr. BLACK inquired of the genfeman if. he 
would agree on his own responsibility to furnish, 
in a reasonable time, railroad iron at the price stated 
in this letter. 

Mr. BUFFINGTON replied that he had no per- 
sonal or practical knowledge on the subject, but he 
would hand over the letter of the proprietor of this 
establishment to the gentleman from Georgia, as his 
personal pledge to the gentleman to furnish railroad 
iron on the terms stated. 

Mr. FOSTER, in the course of the conversation, 
stated that he did not believe the manufacturers of 
railroad iron in Pennsylvania, Maryland, or else- 
where in this country, could now, this day, this 
week, or next week, furnish the southern railroad 
companies with iron as cheap as they could buy the 
foreign article, duty free. This he was free to say. 
But they would furnish railroad iron now cheaper 
ag Pennsylvania and other States had imported it 

or. 

Mr. BLACK. This ia extremely liberal. He 
called on the House and the country to note the 
acknowledgment now first made here, that railroad 
iron could not be be furnished by our domestic es- 
tablishments as cheaply as the hesign article could 
be procured. 

Mr. A. STEWART agreed to furnish it at the 
works as cheap as the foreign article could be im- 
ported duty free. The price at Liverpool was §45; 
the cost of transportation, insurance, and commia- 
sions was $15—making an expense of §60 for the 
foreign article. They proposed to furnish it at the 
Great Western works, at $50, and are now fulfilling 
a contract at that price for a company in Indiana, 

Mr. BLACK considered that statement like the 
handle ofa jug—all on one side—a mere ex parte 
statement. 

One gentleman told him that the State of Pennsyl- 
vania could not produce railroad iron as cheap as 
the foreign manufacturer; but another gentleman 
now told him that he would furnish such iron of the 
same quality and price as it could be had abroad. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART said that they 
would furnish it at the works at less than §60 a ton; 
and that, deducting the duty, was cheaper than it 
could be furnished at Liverpool. 

Mr. BLACK said that was another question. 
Would the gentlemen say that he could furnish rail- 
road iron to be laid down at Charleston as cheep as 
it could be done by the foreign manufacturer? To 
that question the gentleman was silent. Mr. Buacn’s 
time being out, he here offered an amendment to the 
amendment to increase the reduction proposed poo 
in the first item, and observed that he would fill up 
the five minutes allowed him by speaking on that 
amendment. 

The CHAIR said that the hour of two o'clock 
having arrived, the gentleman must, in compliance 
with the resolution of this morning, which allowed 
him five minutes, speak to the question before the 
committee. 

Mr. BLACK desired to say but a few words 
more. He wished simply to qall the attention of 
the country again and again to the facts that had 
been elicited by this debate. 

The CHAIR called the gentleman to order for ir- 
relevancy. 

A discussion on the point of order ensued, in 
which Messrs. WELLER, HOUSTON, and 
DROMGOOLE, participated. 

Mr. BLACK said he only wanted to call the at- 
tention of the country to the fact that one geriee- 
man acknowledged that he could not produce iron 
as cheap as it could be got from foreign countries. 
Another gentleman got up, and said that he could 
produce it at a certain price, which he said was as 
cheap at his iron works; but when he asked him if 
he could furnish it to the railroad companies on as 
good terms as itcould be got from abroad, he was 
selent, and could not answer. This was a conclu- 
sive answer to all the arguments used by the friends 
of a preétective tariff. The House would perceive 
that when the duty on railroad iron was taken off, 
the State of Pennsylvania availed herself of it to the 
amount of two millions of dollars. 

Mr. HUDSON ealled the gentleman co order. 

Mr. B. then concluded his remarks, bY again 
reading and commenting on the letter of Coi. Gads- 
den in relation to the prices of railroad iron. 

Mr. RAYNER here raised the question of order, 
whether the resolution of this morning, allowing 
members to speak five minutes to the amendments 
they offered, did not conflict with the standing rule of 
the House allowing members to _— one hour. 

After some remarks from Mr, DROMGOOLE, 











a 


. sie , 
ek lt am ea RY Pte sy 


ents ee Asian De 
Pan ge 


318 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








The CHAIR overruled the point of order. 

Mr. RAYNER appealed, and on taking the ques- 
tion, the House sustained the decision of the Chair 
without a division. 

‘The question was then put on the amendment, 
and it was rejected. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment provid- 
ing that no part of this appropriation shall be paid 
to the chiefof the Bureau of Construction, Equip- 
ment, and Repair, unless the person who fills that 
office is a skilful naval constructor. On looking at 
the law establishing that bureau, he found a provi- 
sion inserted, that the chiefof it should be a skilful 
naval constructor; and on looking at the Navy Regis- 
ter he found that the office was filled by Charles 
Morris, a captain in the navy, who, it was well 
known, was not a naval constructor. It was to 
compel the appointing power to comply with the 
law that he offered the amendment. 

Mr. PARMENTER observed that the law, it 
was true, did provide that the chief of the Bureau 
of Construction,S$Equipment, and Repair, should be 
a skilful naval constructor; but the appointing pow- 
er the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, had appointed Captain Morris to fill 
this office; and the presumption was, that he pos- 
sessed the qualifications required by law. He knew 
him to bea man of science, and he had no doubt 
that he performed the duties of his office with as 
much skill, prudence, and economy, if not more, as 
would be shown by a professional naval construc- 
lor. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that if the fact was true, 
as was insinuated by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts that Commodore Morris was a _ skilful naval 
constructor, then the amendment would not hurt 
him. If, as he apprehended, the commodore knew 
nothing about it, the amendment would apply the 
oper remedy. 

Mr. BRENGLE obtained the floor; but 

The CHAIR decided that, under his construc- 
tion of the resolution adopted this morning, more 
than One member could not reply to any amend- 
ment. 

The vote on the amendment was 40 in the affirm- 
ative, and 30 in the negative. No quorum voting. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. C. Jouxson 
and Wintnrop were appointed, and they reported 
44 in the affirmative, and 44 in the negative. Still 
no quorum voting. 

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

A message was received from the President of the 
United States, with some accompanying documents, 
and the committee rose that the House might re- 
ce’ve it. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that it be read. 

The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 


To the Senate and 
Houseof Representatives of the United States: 

1 transmit, herewith, for the information of Congress, 
copics of certain despatches recently received from Mr. 
Wise, our Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary atthe Conrt of Brazil, upon the subject of the slave 
trade; developing the means used, and the devices resorted 
to, in order to evade existing enactments upon that sub- 
ect. 

' Anxiously desirous as are the United States to sup- 
press a traffic so revolting to humanity, in the efforts 
to accomplish which they have been the pioneers 
ei civilized States, it cannot but be a subject of the 
most profound regret, that any portion of our cit- 
izens should be fouund acting in co-operation with 
the subjects of other powers, in opposition to the pol- 
icy of their own government; thereby subjecting to suspi- 
cionand to the hazerd of disgrace the flag of their own 
country. Itis true that this traffic is carried on altogether 
in foreign ports, and that our own coasts are free from its 
pollution. Butthe crime remains the same wherever perpe 
trated; and there are many circumstances to warrant the be- 
lief that some of our citizens are deeply involved in its guilt. 
The mode and manner of carrying on this this trade are 
clearly and fearlessly set forth in the accompanying 
documents; and it wonld seem that a regular system 
has been adopted for the purpose of thwarting the policy 
and evading the penalties of our laws. American vessels, 
with the knowledge, as there are good reasons to believe, 
ofthe owners and masters, are chartered, or rather pur- 
chased by notorious slave-dealers in Brazil, aided by Eng- 
lish brokers and capitalists, with this intent. The vessel is 
only nominally chartered at so much per month, while, in 
truth, it is eetually sold, to be delivered on the coast of Af- 
rica, the charter party binding the owners, in the mean 
time, to take on beard, as passengers, anew crew in Brazil, 
who, when delivered on the coast, are to navigate her back 
to the ports of Brazil with her cargo of slaves. Under this 
agreement, the vessel clears from the United States for some 
port in Great Britain, where a cargo of merchandise, known 
us “coast goods,” and designed especially for the Afri- 
can trade, is purchased, shipped, and consigned, together 
with the vessel, either to the slove-dealer himself, or to his 
agents or accomplices in Brazil. On her arrival a crew is 
puton board as passengers, and the vessel and cargo con- 
signed to an equally guilty factor or agent on the coast of 
Africa, where the unlawful purpose originally designed is 
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finally consummated. The merchandise is exchanged for 
slaves; the vessel is delivered up; her name obliterated; her 
papers are her American crew discharged, to be 
provided for by the charterers, andthe new or passenger 
crew put in command to carry back its miserable freight to 
the first contrivers of the voyage, or their employecs in 
Brazil. c 

During the whole progress of this tortuous enterprise, it is 
possible that neither the American crew originally enlisted, 
nor the passenger crew put on board in the Brazilian ports, 
are aware of the nature of the voyage; and yet it is on these 
principally, ignorant, if not innocent, that the penalties of 
the law are inflicted; while the guilty contrivers, the char- 
terers, brokers, owners, and masters—in short, all who are 
most deeply concerned in the crime and its rewards, for the 
most part escape unpunisked. 

It will be seen from the examinations, which have re- 
cently taken place at Rio, that the subjects of her Britannic 
Majesty, as well as our own citizens, are deeply implicated 
inthis inhuman traffic. British factors and agents, while 
they supply Africa with British fabrics in exchange for 
slaves, are chiefly instrumental in the abuse of the Ameri- 
can flag; and the suggestions contained’in the letter of 
Mr. Wise, (whose judicious and zealous etforts inthe mat- 
ter cannot be too highly commended,) addressed to Mr. 
Hamilton, the British envoy, as to the best mode of sup- 
pressing the evil, deserve your most deliberate considera- 
tion, as they will receive, | doubt not, that of the British 
government. 

It is also worthy of consideration whether any other 
measures than those now existing are necessary to give 
greater efficacy to the just and humane policy of our laws, 
which already provide for the restoration to Africa of slaves 
captured at sea by American cruisers. From time to time 
provision has been made by this government for their com- 
fortable support and maintenance during a limited period 
after their restoration; and it is much to be regretted that 
this liberal policy has not been adopted by Great Britain. 
As it is, it seems to me that the policy it has adopted is cal- 
culated rather to perpetuate than to suppress the trade, by 
enlisting very large interests in its favor. Merchants and 
capitalists furnish the means for carrying it on: mannufac- 
tures for which the negroes are exchanged are the products 
of her workshops; the slaves, when captured, instead of 
being returned back to their homes, are transferred to her 
colonial possessions in the West Indies, and made the means 
of swelling the amount of their, products, by a system of 
apprentice ship fora term of years, and the ofticers and crew 
who capture the vessels receive on the whole number of 
slaves so many pounds sterling per capita, by way of 
hounty. 

it must be obvious, that while these large interests are 
enlisted in favor of its continuance, it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to suppress the nefarious traffic, and that its re- 
sults would be in effect but a continuance of the slave trade 
of another and more cruel form; for it can be but a matter of 
little difference with the African, whether he is torn from 
his country and transported to the West Indies as a slave, 
in the regular course of the trade, or captured by a cruiser, 
transported to the same place and made to perform the 
same labor under the name of an apprentice; which is at 
present the practical operation of the policy adopted. 

It is to be hoped that her Britannic Majesty’s government 
will, upon a review of all the circumstances stated in these 
despatches, adopt some efficient measures for the suppres- 
sion of the trade which she has so long attempted to put 
down, with, as yet, so little success, and more consonant 
with the original policy of restoring the captured African 
to his home. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wasnincton, Feb. 19, 1845. 


On the motion of Mr. BAYLY, the message and 
accompanying documents were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

There were other executive communications on 
the Speaker’s table, which the House agreed to re- 
ceive at this time. 


One was an answer to a resolution of the House 
of 31st December last, in the form of a report from 
the Secretary of State, in relation to the indemnities 
due to citizens of the United States from the Mex- 
ican government. It was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Another was a report in relation to sugar and 
molasses; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Another was a communication from the Treasury 
Department, furnishing a statement of the balances 
which have existed for more than three years on 
the books of the Treasury Department. It was or- 
dered to be printed. 


Another was a report from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, of the number of free articles imported, and 
those subject to duty, in answer to a resolution of 
the House. It was committed to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


The House then again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and the 
question recurred on Mr. Rarnscn’s amendment; 
which was negatived—51 voting in the affirmative, 
and 66 in the negative. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved an amendment at the 
close of the appropriations for the Navy Depart- 
ment, to add a proviso, that the salary provided for 
these naval officers should in all cases, where they 
were appointed from the army and navy, be in lieu 
of all other pay and emoluments. 


After some coversation by Mr. McKAY and My; 
RATHBON, 


The amendment was rejected. 
GROUND FOR THE POST-OFFICE DEParr. 


MENT. 
Mr. PRATT moved an amendment, to add, after 
the 289th line, the following: 
To enable the Postmaster General to purchase, for th, 
use of the Post-Office Department, the remainder of tho 
square on which the general post-office building is situate; 


at the prices agreed upon with the owners of the property 
twenty-eight thousand two hundred and fifty dollars 


After a word from Mr. McKAY in favor, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


ELECTRO-MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment to 
appropriate $8,000 for defraying the expenses for 
the year of the magnetic telegraph between Was). 
ington and Baltimore, said sum to be disbursed un- 
der the direction of the Postmaster General. During 
the last Congress, he said, an appropriation of $30,000 
had been made for the establishment of this tele. 
graph. He had recently received a communication 
from the gentleman at the head of this telegraph, 
stating that the appropriation was entirely expend. 
ed, and that the thing naust rest unless some funds 
were appropriated. It was in contemplation, as 
proposed in this amendment, to put it under the 
superintendence of the Postmaster General, in or- 
der that he might make outa tariff of charges for 
the transmission of information by this means. | 
was supposed that the receipts in this way might 
go aconsiderable way towards defraying the ex- 
penses of the establishment. Here was a work of 
this importance between Baltimore and _ this city 
which was now suspended for want of funds, and 
which, if neglected and suffered to remain idle and 
without attention, would go to ruin. There was 
also, as was known, a bill now on the table for the 
extension of this work to New York. Gentlemen, 
from this statement of facts, must see the propriety 
of the appropriation proposed. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired if the gentleman from 
Maryland proposed to establish six additional of- 
fices, urder the direction of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Were we to have a new department springing 
up here? How were they to be appointed? By 
the Postmaster General? 

Mr. KENNEDY replied that the bill which 
was before the House, providing for the extension 
of this work to New York, provided a plan for the 
organization of the whole thing by law. In the 
mean time, here was this telegraph constructed from 
Baltimore to this place; and the question was, should 
it be continued or not? 

Mr. THOMPSON was unwilling that this thing 
should further be carried on, without seeing the use 
of it. It was true, it might be of some importance 
to Baltimore and Washington that intelligence 
should be transmitted in advance of the mail; but it 
would not facilitate, in any degree, such transmis- 
sion to other parts of the Union. Until the bill 
came up, he was opposed to the appropriation. 

The question was taken by tellers, and agreed to: 
ayes 73, noes 45. 

Mr. PRATT moved an amendment, comprising 
the following and many other details, viz: 


For repairs of the Capitol, cleaning rotundo, fur- 


naces, kc. - : - $8,274 
For gardener’s salary - - : - 1,200 
For annual repairs of President’s House, grounds, 

fountains, &e. - : - - 3,077 


For flagging avenue before Treasury Building, &c, 4,932 

Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment to add a 
proviso directing the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings to contract for lighting the Capitol and various 
departments with gas, provided it could be done at 
an expenditure of not more than one-half the pres- 
ent expenditure for oil. 

Mr. H. advocated the amendment. 

Mr. PRATT hoped it would be allowed to stand 
on its own merits, and not be attached to weigh 
down his. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out that portion providing for re- 
pairs for the President’s House, which, he said, had 
already been provided for by the amendment adopt- 
ed yesterday. 

fter conversation by Messrs G. W. JONES and 
PRATT, 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. TUCKER moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out the items connected with 


lamp-lighting for the Capitol. 
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After remarks by Messrs. TUCKER and AN- 
DREW STEWART, 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question was taken on the original amend- 
ment; and it was rejected. 


AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS—-PATENT OF- 


Fice, &c. 

Mr. HENLEY moved an amendment, for fur- 
nishing such scientific works as necessary for the 
Patent Office, $1,000, and for the collection of agri- 
cultural statistics and other purposes, $3,000—the 
whole sum to be paid out of the patent fund. 

Mr. McKAY advocated the amendment. 

The question being taken, the amendment was 
adopted. 

Mr. PRATT again offered his amendment in re- 
lation to repairs of the President’s House, Capitol, 
lamp-lighting, &c. 

r. McKAY said that it had been usual for ap- 
ropriations for the public buildings and grounds to 
be added to the general appropriation bill, on the 
motion of the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Buildings. It was not usual for such appropriations 
to be reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered an amendment to the 
amendment, to strike out the appropriation for the 
purchase of hose for the Anacostia Fire oer: 
Mr. R. said that liberal appropriations had already 
been made for such objects, and he was unwilling 
to tax the people further for them. . 

This amendment was rejected. 

Mr. J. STEWART moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by substituting $1,500 instead of $3,000, for 
repairs of the presidential mansion. 

This amendment was rejected; and 

The question being taken on Mr. Prart’s amend- 
ment, it was agreed to—ayes 80, noes 33. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY offered an amendment, 
appropriating $5,000 for the liquidation and settle- 
ment of the debt due the Maryland hospital for the 
support of lunatic paupers of the District of Colum- 
bia, from March 10, 1843, to June 10, 1844, to be 
disbursed by the marshal of the District of Colum- 
bia. After an explanation from Mr. K. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was adopted—ayes 72, noes 44. 

Mr. PRATT submitted an amendment to appro- 
priate $80,000 for fire-proof buildings for the War 
and Navy Departments, $20,000 for a south wing to 
the treasury buildings, and $40,000 for a west wing 
to the Patent Office. 

Mr. P. advocated his amendment, stating that 
this government was now renting 91 rooms, at a 
rent of $6,000 per annum; and they were not fire- 
proof nor watched, and were exceedingly unsafe. 
He thought this government should not continue to 
he the tenant of tenants. They had hitherto had 
three public buildings burned down within twelve 
years, (and, if he might be allowed to say it, a 
burned child dreads the fire,) the Post Office, the 
‘Treasury, and the Patent Office; and a proper regard 
for the public archives would seem to demand the 
adoption of this amendment. He desired gentle- 
men distinctly to understand that, in acting on this 
amendment, they had as much interest in the gov- 
ernment as he had. Being on the Committee on 
the Public Buildings and Grounds, it was not only 
his province and his duty to state to the House the 
wants of the government, but to do all in his power 
to have them supplied; and he wished each gentle- 
man for himself to take upon himself the responsi- 
bility of determining whether this government 
should continue to be, as it had been for many years 
past, a tenant of tenants, or that it should be inde- 
pendent of itself. In moving this amendment, he 
was influenced by the belief that the bill reported 
by the Committee on the Public Buildings and 
Grounds making appropriations for this object could 
not be reached in time to be acted on definitively 
this session; and they were therefore under the ne- 
cessity of endeavoring to obtain the appropriation 
in another form. 

He wished gentlemen distinctly to say whether it 
was their intention that the valuable papers and 
archives of the government should continue to be 
kept in so unsafe a manneras they now were. He 
was sorry to say it, but was bound in truth to tell 
1.to the House, and to the country, that there was 
not a fireproof room in the departments occupied by 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, or the 
Secretary of the Navy, nor in any of the bureaus 
connected with them. As objections had been made 
to his making this appropriation in the original 
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form, he had modified it so as to conform to the 
rules and orders of the House, and proposed it to 
come in at that place. 

We now (said he) propose to construct a building 
with one hundred and sixty rooms, connecting ulti- 
mately the War and Navy Departments, with a 
front of about six hundred feet, and two hundred 
feet in each wing; when completed to contain two 
hundred and sixty-four rooms. There were now 
immediately wanted one hundred and eighty-five 
rooms, for the convenience of the public service; and 
the growth and progress of this country plainly 
showed that it was the duty of Congress to build 
them as speedily as prudence would permit. 

Speaking of the necessity of fireproof buildings 
for the public archives, which no prudent business 
man, in his individual capacity, would be without, 
he felt bound to say that no enlightened legislator 
would deny them to the government. 

Mr. P. concluded by saying that, in detailing 
these facts to the House, he had no doubt that 
the good sense of the members would immediately, 
and without delay, cause the necessary work to be 
commenced. There could be no better time than 
the present to make the appropriation, when there 
was an overflowing treasury, and plenty of working- 
men in want of employment, expecially as there 
was great danger of its being diverted to a worse 
purpose. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE opposed the amendment. 
The House had not had estimates or a plan laid be- 
fore them which they were prepared to approve. 

Mr. PRATT here took the plan of the buildings 
in his hand, and, walking across the floor, held it up 
before the gentleman—saying that he had, like a 
true business man, brought him the plan to look at, 
that he might act understandingly. As he would 
never show anything that was not clearly right, he 
did not doubt that the gentleman would approve 
of it. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that the plan look- 
ed so well that he was not sure but he might sup- 
port it ultimately, having a high opinion of the good 
taste and knowledge of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings; but, at this time, he 
could not commit himself to it. 

Mr. G. W. JONES also opposed the amendment. 

Mr. OWEN submitted an amendment, so as to 
change the form of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York, by referring the whole sub- 
ject to the President of the United States, that he 
might employ a skilful artist to prepare plans and 
estimates, and report thereon. 


Mr. J. STEWART opposed the whole scheme 
as extravagant. 

Mr. PRATT said that was the last thing he ex- 
pected to see coming from Connecticut. ed 
On=Mr. Owen’s amendment tellers were calle 
for, and Messrs. Grinnett and J. Srewart were 
appointed; and they reported 88 in the affirmative 
and 28 in the negative. So the amendment was 

agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT here observed that, having moved 
for the War, Navy, and Patent Offices, and having 
succeeded in getting one of the three, which was 
doing exceedingly well for that House, he felt quite 
gratified and satisfied. 

Mr. I. E. MORSE moved that the committee 
rise; on which tellers were called for; and Messrs. 
Winturop and J. Stewart were appointed. They 
reported that it was decided in the affirmative; and 
the committee rose accordingly, and reported prog- 
ress. 

The House then adjourned. 
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The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. COLLAMER: The petition of J. 8S. Marcy, and 
23 others, for the annexation of Canada to the United States: 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ALBERT SMITH: The petition of Davis Alton, 
and others, citizens of Genesee county, New York, praying 
the House of Representatives to pass the Senate postage 
bill. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of Beattie McKenzie, 
and 99 others, travellers on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, 
praying that Congress may pass a law, which shall compel 
all steam vessels and land engines to use Evans's safety guard 
to prevent explosions. : 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of citizens of Luzerne 
county, asking for the passage of Senate bill for the reduc- 
tion of postage. * 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of citizens of Richmond, 
Virginia, praying for the passage of the Senate hill reduc- 
ing the rates of postage, kc. Also,a memorial of Thomas 
D. Driscoll, of Manchester, Virginia, praying for the repay- 
ment of money lost in the mail of the United States. 
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By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of 129 citizens of 
Sangerfield, inthe State of New York, praying for the pass- 
age, by the House of Representatives, of the bill te reduce 
the rates of postage, recently passed by the Senate of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

By Mr. SHEPARD CARY: The petition of Nehemiah 
Small, of Quebec, Maine, for payment of fishing bounty due 
schooner Argus, 

By Mr POLLOCK: The petition of Jehu John and 28 
others, citizens of Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the ertablishment of a mail route from Sunbury, 
Northumberland county, via Snydertown and Rushville, to 
Danville in Columbia county, Pennsylvania. The petition 
from John C. Greer and 72 others, citizens of Northumber 
land and Columbia counties, Pennsylvenia. 

By Mr. SPEPARD CARY: The petition of Samuel B 
Wardsworth and 206 others, citizens of Fastport, Maine, 
for an appropriation for building a new custom-house at 
that place: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. FISIL: The memorial of the mavor, aldermen, and 
commonalty, of the city of New York, praying the passage 
of a law to prevertthe importation into this country of for 
eign paupers and criminals. The memorial of 180 deat 
mutes, residents of the New York institute for the deaf and 
dumb, for the speedy passage ofthe post office bill. The 
memorial of H. P. Peet and 11 others, praying ‘the passage 
of the Senate bill reducing the rates of postage. The me- 
morial of Edgar Ketchum and 17 others praying the pas 
sage of the Senate bill reducing the rates of postage ‘he 
memorial of Alfred Rigg, and Wother citizens of New 

York, praying the passage ofthe Senate bill for the redue 
tion of postage. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 21, 1845. 


On motion, the reading of the journal was dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from 95 citi- 
zens of the county of Fairfax, Virginia, protesting 
against the passage of the bill to change the draw 
of the Potomac bridge: referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Department, 
transmitting statements showing the amount of du- 
ties paid on the importation of foreign goods and 
merchandise, and refunded since the close of the 
last session of Congress; the number of pending 
applications for refunding duties, and communi- 
cating the instructions relative to the refunding of 
the same; which, on motion by Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, was referred to the Committee on Finance, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in obedience to the resolution of 
the 2ist July, 1844, a report of a chemical analysis 
of sanae dak molasses; which, on motion by Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from 16 citizens of 
the United States, praying that Congress will put 
an end to the traffic in public lands, and that it be 
laid outin the form of lots for the free use of such 
citizens as choose to settle upon and cultivate them: 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
David Hass, asking that he may be employed in 
publishing for Congress a new map of Texas: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of Maine, requesting the senators 
and representatives from that State to urge the pasr- 
age of a bill for the relief of those citizens who suf- 
fered by spoliations committed by France on the 
American commerce prior to 1800; which were 
read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from cer- 
tain citizens of Alleghany county, New York, pray- 
ing that Congress will appropriate less money to 
build fortifications, and diot, as a substitute there- 
for, some tribunal—a congress of nations—to settle 
by arbitration all international difficulties: referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER presented a memorial from John 
L. Allen, of Mississippi, representing that he had 
discovered an improvement in the construction of 
muskets, rifles, pistols, and other firearms, and 
praying that Congress will adopt it in the service of 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. F. also reported, from the Committee on 
Claims, a joint resolution for the settlement of the 
accounts of Putney & Riddle; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of the Cherokee Indians 
who have become citizens of North Carolina, pray- 
ing for the full value of their property, which was 
unlawfully sold; the resolutions of the legislature of 
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North Carolina u upon Congress the settle- 
ment of the claims of the Cherokees; and the petition 
of P. Preston for increase of pay. , 

Also,on his motion, the Committee on Indian 
Affairs was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of the heirs of Thomas Stewart, 
for indemnity for depredations committed by the 
Cherokee Indians in 1780, and the House bill for 
the relief of William Hollinger; and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also reported back, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that they do pass, the House bills 
for the relief of Joseph and Lemuel Ward, for the 
relief of George B. Russell, and for the relief of 
Francis Slocum and children. The report in the 
last case was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it be indefinitely postponed, the 
bill from the House for the relief of Smith and 
Farnsworth. 


THE HOUR FOR THE SPECIAL ORDER. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. A..en, pro- 
viding that the special order of the day shall here- 
after be called at 12 o'clock daily until otherwise 
ordered, was taken up. 


Mr. MILLER hoped this resolution would not 
pass, and that the regular hour for taking up this 
subject would not be changed. He perceived, upon 
looking over the calendar, that there were ninety 
bills now undisposed of; and certainly two hours of 
the morning were not too much to devote to the 

neral business of the Union. If Texas had four 

ours of the day, he thought she had her fair pro- 
portion of the legislation of the Union. It was im- 
possible for the Senate to get through its general 
and regular business unless two hours a day were 
devoted to it; and if the special order should be 
taken up at 12 o’clock, it was evident it would con- 
sume the balance of the day, and the other very im- 
vortant and necessary business of the nation would 
Ce left unfinished. 


Mr. WALKER did not concur in the propriety 
of the course suggested by the honorable senator 
on the other side, [Mr. Minter.}] He had ascer- 
tained that there were yet eighteen senators who de- 
sired to speak upon this subject of annexation; and 
they were determined that the bill should not be de- 
stroyed by delay. It was a much more important 
matter than any other now pending before the Sen- 
ate. There were but ten days of the session re- 
maining, including Sundays; and he appealed to 
the Senate whether it was possible to continue the 
discussion of this question and take the vote upon 
it, (unless they came here and sat up all night,) if 
the discussion was not commenced at an earlier 
hour? Two speeches a day were the utmost that 
could be made. If the discussion was only com- 
menced at one o'clock, it would consume nine days 
of the session. It was therefore indispensable, if 
we meant to take the vote upon this question at all 
this session, that it should be commenced at twelve 
o'clock. Why should we not do so? We had 
heretofore allowed but one hour to the morning 
business—why should we enlarge itnow? One hour 
had been long enough during the whole of the ses- 
sion, and why were two hours necessary now? The 
morning business could bear no comparison in im- 
portance to this great question. He hoped, there- 
fore, that a majority of the Senate would concur in 
the propriety of fixing an earlier hour, under these 
circumstances, if it was not intended to destroy the 
bill by delay. He did not assert that such was the 
motive of senators on the other side at all; but that 
certainly would be the effect. It would be impossi- 
ble to take the vote upon this question, unless an 
earlier hour was assigned for the commencement of 
the discussion. , 

Mr. MILLER called for the yeas and nays; but 
at the suggesiion of his friends withdrew the call. 

Mr. WALKER then called for the yeas and 


nays. 

Mr. BERRIEN observed that the senator from 
Mississippi could obtain his object without asking 
the yeas and nays. 

r. WALKER then withdrew his motion, and 
the reaolution was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files, with the view of refer- 
ing it to the department for further information, 
the message from the President of the United States, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, rel- 
ative to the proceedings under the act for the relief 
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of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians in the Territory 
of Wisconsin. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, and after a few 
remarks by him on the necessity of the measure, it 
was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be au- 


thorized to employ a clerk during the remainder of the ses- 
s10n. 


On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
transmit to the Senate the report of General Roger Jones, 
Col. Mason, and P. M. Butler, esq., who have recently, un- 
der his instructions as a board of inquiry, prosecuted an ex- 
amination into the causes and extent of the discontents and 
difficulties among the Cherokee Indians; with the instruc- 
tions, correspondence, and evidence connected therewith; 
and also a copy of any correspondence held by said board 
with the heirs or representatives of the Ridges and Boudi- 
not, or any of them. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the further 
consideration of the veto message of the President, 
and the bill to which it related, having for its object 
the prevention of the building of steam revenue 
cutters, was postponed till Monday next, at 11} 
o'clock. 

NAVAL PENSION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill from the 
House making appropriation for the payment of 
naval pensions for the year ending 30th ae 1846, 
was taken up as in commitee of whole, considered, 
reported to the Senate, and read the third time, and 
passed. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bil: to extend 
the patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth, was taken up, and considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the bill to amend 
an act, entitled “An act to carry into effect in the 
States of Alabama and Mississippi the existing com- 
pacts with those States, with regard to the 5 per 
cent. fund, and the school reservations was taken 
up as in committee of the whole. The amendment 
of the Committee on Public Lands was considered 
andagreed to. The bill was then reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed as amended. 

Mr. MILLER, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the corporation of Washington; which was 
read, snd ordered to a second reading. Then, on 
his motion, the previous orders of the day were 
postponed, and the above bill was taken up as in 
committee of the whole. He explained that its ob- 
ject was merely to give the corporation authority to 
construct a school house on a portion of the judiciary 
square belonging to the United States. The bill was 
then taken reported to the Senate, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the previous or- 
ders of the Pe: were postponed, and the hill to ex- 
tend the jurisdiction of the district courts of the Uni- 
ted States to certain cases upon the lakes and nav- 
igable waters leading to and connecting the same, 
was taken up for consideration as in committee of 
the whole on an amendment of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. The amendment being agreed to, the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate then 
took up and considered as in committee of the whole 
the joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
War to examine and test the plowing and dredg- 
ing machine invented by Dr. Putnam, of Louisiana, 
for clearing bars and other obstructions from the 
mouth of rivers. It was considered, reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The bill providing for appeals in cases of bank- 
ruptey came up for consideration, as in committee 
of the whole, on an amendment of the Judiciary 
Committee, as a substitute for the bill. 

Mr. WOODBURY remarked that the senator 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Haywoovn,] who desired 
to express some opinion upon this bill, was not in 
his seat. He would take that opportunity to say 
that, as the bill stood, it related to any final decree— 
those heretofore as well as those hereafter to be 
made. He supposed it was not the intention of the 
committee to overthrow all the final decisions hereto- 
fore made under that law. If not, he would move, 
to prevent that effect, to insert after the word “bank- 
ees the words “hereafter made.” 

r. DAYTON said, if he understood the amend- 
He had 


ment, it would defeat the object of the bill. 






no objection to prevent the operation of the bill upon 
cases where there was no property vested under de. 
crees already made; but the object of the bill was to 
grant appeals in all cases, whether past or present. 

Mr. DICKINSON coincided with the senator 
from New Jersey, that such an amendment, in the 
place where it was proposed to be inserted, would 
defeat the object of the bill. The bill was then pass. 
ed by informally. 

The bill relating to the appointment of the assist. 
ants to the Postmaster General of the United States 
—vesting the appointment of those officers in the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, instead of the President alone—was ta- 
ken up for consideration in in committee of the 
whole, on an amendment of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, making the bill general 
in its character. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON desired time to examine 
the bill. The Post Office Committee had reported a 
substitute for the bill, which would apply to all the 
Auditors, Register of the Treasury, and others. That 
was not his wish on introducing the bill which was 
referred to that committee. The only object he had 
in view was to make the assistants to the Postmas- 
ter General appointable by the joint action of the 
President aan Senate. The bill, as it now stood by 
the amendment, was a most important one; and he 
desired to have time to look into the matter. He 
therefore moved that it be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill to enable the Chickasaw nation to try the 
validity of their claims in the coufts of the United 
States, was taken up for consideration as in commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. WALKER moved to amend it, by inserting 
the words “same decree”’ in the place of the words 
“this act.” 

Mr. SEVIER expressed his doubts about the pro- 
priety of the bill. If it were passed, the Indians 
would have to waste all their means in feeing law- 
yers and attending at the seat of government. He 
thought Congress could settle these claims as satis- 
factorily to them as the courts. He desired time to 
examine the bill; and, on his motion, it was passed 
by till to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Noah Miller, of Lin- 
colnville, in the State of Maine, was considered as 
in committee of the whole, reported to the Senate, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution from the House for admitting Texas 
as a State into the Union—the question being on its 
indefinite postponement. 

Mr. SIMMONS, in continuation of his remarks 
from yesterday, observed that, having disposed of 
the preliminary question raised by senators on the 
other side couthing the position in which Rhode Isl- 
and and North Carolina stood immediately after the 
other States had adopted the constitution, he would 
now proceed to the main question—the constitution- 
al question of the power of Congress to pass this 
joint resolution. 

It was to him a subject of great gratification to 
find that, on all sides, and from all quarters of the 
Union, different as were the opinions of gentlemen 
who had taken part in this debate, all had borne tes- 
timony, of the strongest kind, of the deep and abi- 
ding attachment to the constitution which prevailed 
throughout the whole country. 

He believed the chief ground of opposition to 
annexation in those portions of the Union with 
which he (Mr. 8S.) was best acquainted, arose 
from the great apprehensions entertained that it 
would break into the constitution. 

Yesterday a new view had been presented in the 
assertion that Congress had the power to authorize 
any State to annex to itself foreign territory. He 
agreed with the senator who urged this new view, 
that although every treaty was a contract, yet every 
contract was not a =e The true issue was, 
whether authority could be given by Congress to a 
State to make contracts with foreign powers. Now 
he (Mr. S.) held that the constitution prohibited any 
State from making foreign alliances or compacts. 
Would not a contract between Louisiana and Texas 
come within the meaning of the clause in the consti- 
tution which inhibits a State from making foreign 
alliances or compacts? If this power cold be given 
by assent of Congress, why could it not be ex- 
tended to the annexation of Louisiana, of Mexico, 
mcr and South America, or any other part of the 
world? 
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